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We believed, sir, that the proviso had 


subject. ; e 
no business there, and that such important legis- 
lation should not be accomplished in that shape. 


On this point i concur in much that was said be 
the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bapeer. | 
| have nO ambition, sir, to be classed amongst 
many who are called philanthropists; and yet, 
sir, | should regret to be behind a proper pub- 
jie sentiment; and, lest my opinions on the sub- 
‘ect of flogging in the navy should be mistaken 
‘by the vote I shall give on this amendment, per- 
mit me to say that I am opposed to this mode of 
lecisiation, either to enact or to repeal laws. The 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire 
involves a great and a radical reform; but what- 
ever its merits may be, this is not the way to attain 
the gentleman’s object. It may be that my disin- 
clination to sanction this irregularity may expose 
me to the accusation that I am opposed to reforms 
which involve quesuons of humanity; but, sir, I 
have been too long in public life to be induced to 
shrink from my duty because by some my motives 
may be mistaken. Here is a proposition—to do 
what? To repeal a specific section of a law? No, 
sir; but at one fell swoop, to repeal all acts and | 
parts of acts that authorize corporal punishment | 
inthe navy. ldo not know, sir, the precise effect 
of such a provision. [am not sufficiently informed 
to enable me to determine the consequence of such 
sweeping legislation. l am, perhaps, in the posi- 
tion of many other Senators, who do not exactly 
know what punishments are tolerated“in the navy 
that are designated as corporal punishments. I 
presume, sir, that imprisonment on a fare of bread 
and water might not inappropriately be called 
corporal punishment. Will you, then, sir, adopt 
thisamendment hastily—will you legislate on such 
an important matter by an amendment to an item 
of an appropriation bill—and send your ships to 
sea without any power to inflict punishment of | 
any kind whatever? 

But, sir, itis said that the power to inflict cor- 
poral punishment is arbitrary and defpotic. To 
this I reply, that such power is necessary, to some 
extent, in both*the army and navy. All power in| 
both those arms of the national defence is necessarily 
based on despotism; and it is worthy of the con- 
sideration of the best philanthropist how this pow- 
er can be exercised so as to combine humanity to 
the seamen with the discipline of the navy. I need 
not be told, sir—if 1 am I shall not believe it—that | 
Congress will not keep pace with a correct public 
sentiment on sucha subject. The public willis a 
tribunal from which there is no appeal. When 
the public will is clearly expressed, not one of us 
will be tardy in obeying its stern behests; and | 
when public opinion decrees this change, it will be 
done, sir. I know that the public mind is moving: 
Ido not know that it is matured. I cannot, there- 
fore, concur with the Senator from New Hamp- | 
shire in the end which he seeks to attain, at the 


close of a session, and without examination by in- || 


dividual Senators, that we may ascertain where it 
willlead us. He proposes to repeal all acts and 
ri of acts that permit corporal punishment, and | 
d 


fear his amendment would effect much that he {| 
oes not intend it should embrace; and hence | |! 


shall vote against it in its present shape. As an 
amendment to this appropriation bill, it is out of | 
place. Let the subject go to a committee for ex- | 
amination—a select committee, if you please—let | 
authentic information be obtained, and let this 
public opinion which is moving be gratified if it be 
possible; but let us do it understandingly, and not | 
on a momentary impulse of philanthropy, whether 
real or spurious. When we act, let us act accord- 
ing to knowledge. 

Mr. BENTON. When [I first came here, sir, 
and long afterwards, nothing was put into an ap- | 
Propriation bill but what was authorized by‘law. 
{t was then usual for the Committee on Finance to | 
bring the bill into the Senate and ask the Senate to | 
take it up and pass it, And the Senate only required | 
an assurance that there was nothing in it but what | 
Was authorized by law, and then in fifteen ortwenty | 
minutes of a morning we passed the bill to supply | 


the necessities of the Government. I wish, sir, to || 
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see our practice come back to what it was at the 
time [came here, when nothing was introduced 
into gn appropriation bill but what was founded on 


law; and it is for this reason that I shall vote on 
this occasion contrary to my feelings. {[ am not 
in favor of scourzing American citizens. A Roman 
citizen could not be scourged, and I believe an 


American citizen is of rh an order of men as 
were Roman citizens. Roman citizens were em- 
ployed both by sea and land, in the army and in 
‘the navy, and there was no scourging; that was 
reserved for slaves, for barbarians, for those below 
| the dignity of a Roman. It may be that some 
persons are bad enough to be whipped, but I ques- 
tion if whipping will effect a reform. 
tion if itis worth while to make the « 
navy the instruments or agents to correct 
corrigible part of mankind. It is better, sir, to vet 
them out of the navy and have nothing to do with 

them. I feel a deep mortification, sir, in seeing a 

man—one who is brave—one who will die in de- 

fence of his country either in the army or navy 

—tied up and floeved. I feel humiliated, sir, by 

such a spectacle; and I should like to have the 

subject properly examined. But we cannot legis- 

late upon it by an amendment to an appropriation 

bill. That is the wrong place, sir, and I shall vote 

against the amendment on account of the place in 
| which it is put. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 

and rejected, as follows: . 
§: SYEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Borland, Bradbury, 
Cameron, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Dodge of 
lowa, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Metealfe, Niles, Uaderwood, 
Upham, and Walker—17. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, Day 
ton, Dickinson, Downs, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, 
Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Johnson'of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Mitier, Phelps, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yu- 
lee—32, 

Mr. ATHERTON then submitted an amendment 
appropriating $1,500 for a survey and examination 
of the Potomac river, as recommended by the Sec- 

retary of War; pending which— 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


{ also ques- 
i 


yficers ot the 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 12, 1849. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


Mr. WALLACE, of South Carolina, introduced 
to the House Mr. McQueen, representative from 
that State, vice ALEXANDER D; Sims, deceased; who 
| was qualified, and took his seat. 
TERRITORY OF MINESOTA. 

Mr. SIBLEY, of Wisconsin Territory, rose 
and addressed the Chair for a moment or two. 

The SPEAKER indicated that he could not 
hear the motion which the gentleman was making. 

Mr. SIBLEY, leaving his seat, came down in 
| front of the Chair, and restated his motion—that 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill to provide for the organization of 
the Territory of Minesota, and that the rules be 
suspended, in order that the House might proceed 


‘| to the consideration of the said bill, with a view 


to put it on its passage. 


|| Mr. BURT said he should feel constrained to 


| object to this motion. If the motion were merely 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the consideration of the 
bill, he would yield. But he believed that this 
was the last day, during the present session, on 
which resgJutions would be called for. 

The SPEAKER said he understood the gentle- 
man [Mr. Sisiev] to move a suspension of the 
rules. That motion was not debatable. 
| Mr. BURT supposed, he said, that the motion 
to suspend the rules took precedence of a motion 

for the regular order of business. 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. SIBLEY (scarcely heard) was understood 
to express the opinion that the bill was not likely 
| to lead to any debate. 


the in- 1 


The question was then taken, and (two-thirds | 
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not voting in favor thereof) was decided in the 
nerative. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. VIN'TON rose and said thata lone time had 
elapsed since the Committee of Wavs and Means 
had been called for reports. He moved that the 
rules of the House be suspends d to enable him to 
make a report from that committees. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood ayes 
SU, noes 40). 

So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suapended. 

Mr. VINTON thereupon, from the Committee 
of W iys and Means, reported a bill to establish 
the Department of the Interior, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The bill havine been read twice by its tithe— 

Mr. VINTON said that it did net propose to 
make any appropriation, and it was not therefore 
necessary that the hill should co to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. He moved 

that it be made the special order for Friday next. 

The SPEAKER. 
required. 

Mr. KAUFX 
the table. 

Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and navs on that 
motion. ‘ 

Several members suggested to Mr. Kaurman to 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. KAUPM A said he was perfectly willing 
to do so, if the bill might go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state df the Union. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he trusted the gen- 
tleman from ‘Texas [Mr. Kavrman] would with- 
draw his motion. He (Mr. C.) was unwilling to 
vote on that motion until he could know something 
of the character of the bill. Ifthe gentleman would 
withdraw the motion, he (Mr. C.) would move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. KAUFMAN had no objection, he said, to 
the commitment of the bill; but he understood that 
the Gbject of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- 
ToN] was, that the bill should at once be put upon 
its passage, 

‘Several members explained. 

Mr. KAUFMAN thereupon withdrew his mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to make 
the bill the special order would take precedence 
over the motion to commit to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. The motion to 
commit would be in order after the other motion 
had been disposed of. 

Mr. VINTON simply desired to state, that the 
bill was recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his annual report on the state of the 

| finances. 

| Mr. COBB said he knew nothing of the merits 

i of the bill; but he knew that it was now too late in 
the session to act upon it. 

| Mr. VINTON said that every gentleman knew 

that if the bill was committed to the Committee of 

| the Whole on the state of the Union, there was an 
end of it for the present session. He asked, there- 
fore, that it be made the apecial order for Friday 
next, for which day, he believed, there was no 
other special order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, made a remark 
or suggestion, of which nothing was heard by the 
reporter. 

Mr. COBB said that the very reason which had 
been assigned by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

| Vinton] why this bill should be made the speciat 
| order, was the very best reason why it should not 
| be made so. The bill ought not to be called up at 
this late period of the session, and to be acted upon 
without that investigation which could not be given 
to it at this time. He hoped it would be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, and that it would take its place on thé eal- 
| endary 
| The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 

motion to postpone the consideration of the bill 


A vote of two-thirds will be 


AN moved that the bill be Inid on 
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until Friday next, and that the bill be made the 
special order for that day 

Mr. FICKLIN asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered. 

PREATY WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. STANTON rose, he said, to a privilege d 
question. He hoped that the Llouse would this 
morning take up the motion, heretofore made by 
him, to reconsider the vote by which the message 
of the President of the United States, in answer to 
Hlouse calling for certain in- 


a resolution ol 
formation in regard to the Mexican treaty, had 
beca Jaid on the table. lie belheved he had the 


il the consideration of his motion; 


rivrint focal u 
and the deciston of the House would determine 
what disposition should be made upon the subject. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, |Mr. 
Sranron,! to reconsider the vote by which the 
message of the President had been laid on the 
table. ‘That question was not debatable. 

The question was then taken, and the Chair 
said that the motion appeared to be rejected, 

Mr. STANTON called fora division. 

Mr. STEPHENS inquired of the Chair whether 
he understood that this motion to reconsider had 
reference to the protocol? 

The SPEAKER having answered the question 
affirmatively— 

Mr. SV EPHENS expressed the hope that the 
vote would be reconsidered; and he asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion, which were refused. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Sranron, and was decided in the negative. 
So the Flouse refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the said message had been laid on the table. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
} 


The question then recurred on the motion of 


Mr. Vinton, that the bill reported by him from 
the Committee of Ways and*Means be made the 
special order of the day for Friday next. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the bill. And it was read. 

Mr. WHITE said it would be remembered that 
on Saturday last he desired the indulgence of the 
House to allow him to present a report and bill on 
this subject. ‘The House refused its assent. He 
now asked the general consent of the House to 
introduce a bill and report on the same subject, and 
that it might take the same direction as should be 
given to the bill before the House. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to amend would 
be in order after the motion to postpone had been 
decided. 

Mr. WHITE said he was aware of that. But 
he asked the privilege of the House to receive his 
bill, and to let it take the same direction which 
might be given to the other. 

No objections appeared to be made. 

The SPEAKER said it was impossible that two 
bills should receive their reading at one time. The 
question now was on making the bill reported by 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron| the spe- 
cial order of the day for Friday next. And on 
that motion the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 105, nays 82—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Barrow, Blackmar, John M. Botts, Boyden, Brady, Brod 
head, Butier, Cabeil, Canby, Chapman, Clapp, Clingman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisiield, Croweil, 
Crozier, Daniel, Diekey, Dixon, Duer, Eckert, Edwards, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flour 
noy, Freediey, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gout, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, 
James &. Liaimpton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Robert W. Jotinson, Kellogg, Thomas 
Butler King, Danic! P. King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, 
Lineotn, Maclay, Metiivaine, Horace Mann, \iarsh, Marvin, 
Morchead, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Ondaw, Palf, 
Pendicton, Petrie, Pollock, Preston, R 
well, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Run 
rill, Silvester, Slingeriand, Caleb B. Smith, Traman Smith, 
Stanton, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Strong, ‘atimadge, ‘lay 
lor, Richard W. ‘Thompson, Thurston, Tompkins, Toombs, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing 
ham, Birdsall, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, William G. 
Brown, Burt, Cathenrt, Chase, FrankTin Clark, Beverly L. 
Clarke, liowell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, 
Cuamins, Darling, Donnell, Embree, Faran, Featherston, 
Pieklin, french, Fries, Goggin, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, 
tfaralson, Rarmansen, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. 
Houston, Iverson, Jenkins, James HeJohnson, G. W. Jones, 
Kaufinaan, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, 
Lefer, Lumptin, McGletiand, McLane, McQueen, Job 
Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Peasiee, 
Peck, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Richardson, Richey, 
Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Smart, Starkweather, Ste 









ivy, 















THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


phens, Charles E. Stuart, Thibodeaux, James Thompson, | 


Robert A. Thompson, Turner, Venable, Wallace, Went- 
worth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Woodward—83. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
bill was not made the special order of the day for 
Friday next. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Coss, of Georgia, to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union— 

Mr. COBB said, he would not detain the House 
by offering any remarks. Fle hoped the bill would 
be referred. 


Mr. VINTON said it was very clear, from the | 


vote which had just been taken, that the only possi- 
ble chance for the passage of this bill, at the present 
session, was, that it be ordered to be engrossed this 
day. Every gentleman acquainted with the state 
of the business of the House knew, that if the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia prevailed, 
the bill was as effectually buried as if it were in 
the bottom of the ocean. And the same thing 
might be said of the postponement of this bill or 
the laying it on the table, or making any other dis- 
position of it than the ordering it to be engrossed 
at the present time. 

He desired, therefore, in a few words to explain 
the purposes of this bill, that the House might 
understand what was its character and what the 
objects it proposed to effect. 

The bill, as it was now presented to the House, 
was a bill that had been reported in pursuance of 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the 'T’reas- 
ury, contained in his annual report upon the state 
of the finances, communicated to Congress at the 
commencement of the present session. It would be 
recollected by the whole House that the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury recommended the organization of 
a new department of the Goyernment. The pri- 
mary purpose of this recommendation, as explained 
by the Secretary himself, was not with the view to 
create a new department, but it was to give addi- 
tional efficiency to the departments that were now 
in existence. He said in his report that the duties 
of the Secretary of the Treasury were so onerous 
that it was impossible to discharge the duties of 
that great and vital department of the Government 
in the way that the public exigencies required. As 
a means of relieving the Treasury Department 
from the business with which it was loaded down, 
he proposed to take from it a fortion of the duties 
now discharged by it which did not properly be- 
long to the fiscal department of the Government, 
and also to take from other departments of the 
Government upon which, from time to time, had 
been devolved duties inappropriate to their sphere, 
and aggregate them and put them under the charge 
of a new department, which he proposed should 
be called the Department of the Interior. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Under the instructions of that committee, he (Mr. 
V.) had called upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and among other things he had asked that officer 


to put his plan upon paper in the shape of a bill. 


He had done so; and here he (Mr. V.) took occa- 
sion to make an acknowledgment which he thought 
was due to the Secretary of the Treasury, and to 
say that that officer had afforded him every facility 
in his power for the purpose. of carrying out the 
objects of his recommendation. The bill, with one 
or two unimportant alterations made by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means—and to. which he 
would advert before he sat down—was the bill as 
it came from the hands of the Secretary of the 


Treasury. It was in truth the treasury plan; it | 


was the bill of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
after a thorough and careful examination of the bill, 
he (Mr. V.) was satisfied that no better plan could 
be devised, - 

He would now state in general terms’ what this 
bill proposed to do. It proposed to take from the 
Treasury Department the supervisory power over 
the General Land Office.- The Secretary of the 
Treasury, it would be remarked, ought strictly to 
be the head of the fiscal department of the Govern- 
ment, and his duties ought only to be those which 
pertained to the fiscal department. Instead of 
that, thesupervisory power over the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office and over the surveys of 
the public lands had been devolved upon the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, which carried along with 
it the necessity of deciding upon thousands ef con- 
flicting claims which arose under various treaties 


made by the United States; s0 much so, that in his , 


Feb, 12, 
report the Secretary of the Treasury Stated 4) 7 
many hours of his time every day were neceses.:1. 
devoted to the duties belonging to the ¢ Jeneral L ly 
Office; and that in the two-and-a half year ry 
ceding the date of that report he had decided ur 

wards of five thousand claims, all of whi h aoe 
of the nature of judicial decisions—cases of vere 
flicting rights between the Government and indt. 
viduals—many of which involved property of . 
very large amount, and all of which were eng, a 
the greatest complication, and required the " = 
aborious investigation to come to a proper decis. 
ion. Now, all of these were duties which dig... 
properly belong to the Secretary of the*T 
and from which he ought to be released. 

It would be seen, from the report of the Spore. 
tary, that the number of cases brought from 1), 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to 4 
Secretary of the Treasury, amounted every day i, 
more than five. If any judge or jury were to dp. 
cide five disputed cases daily, they would be eo. 
sidered to have full employment. It wo, 1 
recollected that no case came up to the Secret 
of the Treasury unless it was a disputed case— 
unless the party against whom the decision was 
made was dissatisfied with the decision of th, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. If ;h» 
party was dissatisfied he appealed, and the appea! 
went up to the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
was obliged to revise the whole case, and make; 
final-decision. The Secretary of the Treasury i. 
formed him (Mr. V.) that this duty alone occupied 
him four hours every day; and gentlemen on this 
floor considered it pretty good work when they su 
here four hours a day; and that, too, a duty which 
had nothing to do with the great, the higher, and 
more important duties that belonged to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury as the head of the fiscal de. 
partment of the Government. 

The Secretary of the Treasury proposed, then, 
in this bill, in the first instance, to transfer the 
General Land Office, with all its clerks, messen- 
gers, and machinery, to the head of this new de- 
partment. 

In the next place, he proposed to relieve the 
Treasury Department from the supervisory power 
which it now had over the marshals, clerks, and 
other officers of the various ports of the United 
States, which gave rise also to a great deal of cor- 
respondence and labor, and which duties did not 
properly belong to the Secretary of the Treasury 
as the fiscal agent of the Government. 

in the next place, the bill and tlfe recommenda- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury proposed to 
take from the Secretary of War the supervisory 
power and control which he now had oves the vast 
and complicated department of the Indian affairs of 
this Government. ‘That department was origin- 
ally put under the charge of the Secretary of War, 
because there was no Department of the Interior 
or Home Department to which it appropriately be- 
longed. The power of this Government over our 
Indian affairs was derived, exclusively derived 
from that clause of the Constitution which gave 
Congress the power * to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian tribes;’’ and though this was strict- 
ly acommercial power, and nothing else, yet for 
want of some other appropriate place where to 
deposit it, it had been put under the charge of the 
Secretary of War, where all appeals from the de- 
cisions—and most important deeisions—-which were 
constantly made by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs lay, and which necessarily devolved upon 
the Secretary of War an immense amount of labor 
which was altogether foreign from the appropriate 
duties of that department as a branch of the na- 
tional defences. , 

There was a peculiar fitness, as was explained 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, that the Indian 
Bureau and the Land Office should be placed under 
the same head, as the business of the one was 
intimately interwoven with that of the other. 

In the next place, the bill proposed, and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury recommended, that the Pen- 
sion Office, which had grown up into a great de- 
partment, employing a large number of clerks, and 
from whose decisions appeals were constantly 
taken to the Secretary of the Treasury, in both ils 
parts, viz: that part under the supervisory power 
of the Secretary of War and that under the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, should be transferred to the 
head of this new department. 
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| ‘The Secretary of the Treasury recommended, 
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} in pursuance of that recommendation the 
. meanosl dto take from the Secretary of State 
pro] J 


= ‘eunervisory power over the Patent Oifice, 
me wt : - . c 
which of itself had become a great department, 


nd which was destined to become still more 
caportant. Every gentleman who would reflect 
for 8 single moment would, as a matter of course, 
aprceive that the duties that were discharged 
by the Patent Office—the control over the inven~ 
rons and the intellect of the country—were just 
a3 foreign from the duties of the Secretary of 
Ziate—which appropriately concerned the foreign 
ce ations of the country—as from those of any 
jenartment which could possibly be imagined. 
They had been put under the charge of the Se cre- 
tory of State, and had been performed by him, 
by ‘ause under this Government there was no ap- 
propriate depositary, NO appropriate supervisory 
rower of that great department of the Govern- 
ae 
These were the leading provisions of the bill. 
The bill embraced the provisions of the bill recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury; and, in 
aidition to these, as he had before stated, the Com- 
ryttee of Ways and Means had added two or three 
unimportant provisions, 

The first put under the charge of the head of the 
Department of the Interior.the control over the 
lead and other mines of the United States. By, 
looking at the law which had passed during the 
tast session of Congress, he believed the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means were in doubt whether, 
under the bill as framed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the control over these mines would be 
carried to this department. The Secretary undoubt- 
ediy intended that it should be. 
been added by the Committee of Ways and Means 
out of abundant caution, believing it would not 


change what was intended to have been the effect | 


of the bijl without it. 

Upon inquiry they had found that the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, instead 
of being under the charge of any department, was 
under the direction of the President of the United 
States; and, upon an interview with the Commis- 
sioner, he found that even the common laborers, 
whenever there was any trouble or dissatisfaction 
on their part, were in the habit of running off to 
the President of the United States, besieging him 
day after day about the little affairs of the streets, 
grounds, and roads of this city, in that way con- 
verting the President of the United States into a 
sortof supervisor of roads. It was thought best 
to put that officer under the charge of this new 
department. 

{n addition to that, upon further inquiry, it was 
found that there really was no supervisory power 
orcontrol over the officers of the Penitentiary, and 
probably that was the reason why this institution 
had been so badly managed. The bill, therefore, 
at the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, contained another section, putting the 
control of the Penitentiary under the charge of the 
new Secretary, and this made up the entire bill so 
far as it related to the organization of this depart- 
ment, 

And here every gentleman would naturally ask 
—it was the first question usually asked—what 
was to be the cost of this new organization? Upon 
that point he had to say, that upon the plan pro- 
posed by the Secretary of the Treasury, only two 
new officers were created for this entire depart- 
ment—a secretary and a clerk; and the result was 
effected in this way: 

The General Land Office, with all its heads, 
clerks, and machinery—the Pension Office—the 
Indian Department—the Patent Office, with all 
their heads, clerks, and machinery, were trans- 
ferred to this new department, without creating 
any new clerks; so that the entire expense of this 
department to the Government would be the salary 
of the Secretary of the Department and of his chief 
clerk; that was all. So much for the proposed 
new department. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual 
report, in order to give efficiency to the Treasury 
Department, (the great objett contemplated by 
these changes,) proposed the creation of two new 

bureaus, or rather offices, in his office; and this 
bill provided for them also. But that was a matter 
entirely distinct and independent of the organiza- 
tion of the new départment. The bill, in fact, con- 


sisted of two distinct branches, both of which were | 


l 





This section had | 


1 


which might be pas 


ed upon without impairing 
the other. 


They both had f@r their object to vive 
additional efficiency to the existing departments of 
the Government, and especially to the Department 
of the Treasury. 

The Secretary of the ‘Treasury recommended 
that an assistant secre tary should ‘be provi led for 
that department, whose general duty should be to 
supervise all letters, all contracts, all warrants, 
and all other papers that were prepared by the 
subordinates of the Treasury Department before 
they were presented to thx Secretary of the ‘T'reas- 
ury for hissignature. Now, when the law required 
the Secretary of the Treasury to put his signature 
to these papers, it was, as a matter of course, in- 
tended that he should exercise a supervisory power 
over all contracts, warrants, and so forth. From 
the vast and complicated duties of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, every gentleman having any business 
or intercourse with the Treasury Department knew 
fhat it was utterly impossible for the Secretary to 
revise and examine the innumerable papers, con- 
tracts, warrants, and other papers of a thousand 
descriptions presented to him before they were 
signed by him. It was, therefore, highly proper 
for the public protection, as well as on account of 
the unavoidable difficulties experienced in the dis- 
charge of these duties, that there should be some 
officer intervening between the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the subordinates who prepared these 
important papers. 

This bill proposed the appointment of an as- 
sistant secretary, whose special and entire duty it 
should be to examine all letters, contracts, war- 
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rants, and other papers prepared by the subordi- | 


nates, to supervise them, and to see that they were 
correct and proper before they were presented to 


the Secretary of the Treasury for his signature. | 
This assistant secretary, as the Secretary of the | 


Treasury remarked in his report, should be a man 
possessing the highest talent as well as the best 
business capacity. And it must be apparent that 
such an officer would be of vast aid and import- 


ance, not only to the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
but to the public. The salary proposed to be given | 


to the assistant secretary was the same as that 
which was allowed to the auditors of the treas- 
ury. 

The Secretary of the Treasury further recom- 
mended the appointment of an additional bureau 


of the Treasury Department, which was also | 
provided for by this bill; that was to say, he rec- | 
ommended that the supervisory power over the 


receipts from the customs, and over the accounts 
of collectors and other officers of the Government 
connected with the customs, should be taken from 
the First Comptroller, and that it should be put 


under the charge of a new officer, to be called the 


Commissioner of the Customs. 


In looking to the duties of the First Comptroller, | 
| as explained in Mayo’s Fiscal Department, it 


would be found that there were not less than twen- | 


ty-six distinct bureaus; and that if a Commissioner 


of Customs should be appointed, there would still | 


remain more than twenty bureaus over which the 


First Comptroller would have charge. Now, when | 


it was recollected that at. least nine parts out of | 


ten of all the revenues of the nation were derived 


from the customs—and probably even more—it | 
‘must be apparent that a commissjoner, whose | 


duty it should be to superintend that vast and com- 
plicated machinery, was indispensably necessary 


to a Government having a commerce so expanded | 


and so expanding as that of the United States. 


Already the First Comptroller of the Treasury, | 


as that department of the Government was now 
organized, independent of these three or four and 
twenty bureaus, wa obliged to have charge over 
our extended system of custom-housesand custom- 


house offiters connected with the Treasury Depart- || 


ment; which, of themselves, were so complicated, 
that it would require the time and the care of the 


most efficient officer to discharge the numerous || 


and important duties. It was a fact, probably 
well known to the members of this House, that 
the very expenditures of the revenue department, 
which never appeared on the face of the appropri- 


ation bills, were equal to three-fourths of the ex- 


penditures ofall the civil departments of the Gov- 
ernment; that the expenditures of the Treasury 
Department were in the neighborhood of three 
miilions of dollars, ail of which was under the con- 
trol of the First Comptroller of the Treasury. In- 


ntended to effect the same purpose, but either of || numerable questions arose as to whether goods 
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were to be charged this, that, or the Other rate of 
duty. And he had been informed that often, when 
merchants made application here, the consequence 
was, the First Comptroller being overloaded with 
business, that months passed by before it was pos- 
sible to geta decision upon questions that ought te 
be decided in an hour. 

The bill proposed to give to the commissioner 
the same salary as was given to the auditors of the 
department; and it took away from the First 
Comptroller the duties connected with the customs, 

and with the collectors, and al! officers connected 
with the customs; and it transferred all the clerks 
that belonged to that department, and who were 
engaged in these duties,-to the Commissioner of 
Customs. ‘The bill proposed to give to the Com- 
misstoner of Customs aclerk, so that if it should 
go Into operation, a cording to the estimates pre- 
sented by the Secretary of the Treasury, the whole 
additional expense of creating this department, and 
of providing these additional officers, would be 
seventeen thousand five hundred dollars annually. 
In his annual report, the Secretary said the addi- 
tional expense would not exceed the sum of tw ently 
thousand dollars; and any gentleman, who knew 
the vast importance of giving efliciency to these 

various departments, would consider that sum a 

matter of no Importance. 

He believed, that with the explanation he had 
made, the character of the bill would be understood 
by everybody. And whoever would read the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury would under- 
stand its character, its objects, and purposes, with- 
out any explanation from himself (Mr. V.) or 
from any other quarter. 

Before he took his seat, he desired to say to the 
friends of the bill, that if-it should not be ordered 
to be engrossed this day, it was gone for this ses- 
sion,and gone forever. And the only mode by 
which the sense of the House could be tested, was 
for the friends of the bill to refuse to adjourn—to 
vote against its commitment—to vote against laying 
it on the table—to refuse to postpone it—and te 
vote against every motion other than that which 
would bring the House to a direct vote upon the 
engrossment. Every other motion would be but 
an attempt to kill the bill by a side-blow. He 
made these remarks, so that when such motions 
were made, if they should be made, the friends of 
the bill would understand what was their scope, 
and what would be their effect. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said that he had not 
looked into the merits of this bill. It was impos- 
sible that he should have done so. It was impos- 
sible for any member, unless he was one of the 
Committee of Ways and Means who had had an 
opportunity to see the bill before it had been re- 
ported, to give any opinion whatever upon its 
merits. He apprehended that it was the first time 
in the history of the legislation of this House where 
members had been called upon to pass a bill of this 
character—completely changing, as it did, an im- 

| portant department of the Government—without 
one single moment having been given for delibera- 
tion. 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] in his 
concluding remarks, had sard that, with the ex- 

| planation of the bill which he had given, gentie- 
men on all sides of the House would be enabled to 
pass upon its, merits. Now, even if he (Mr. C,) 
| had had the pleasure of hearing the argument of 
the gentleman, he (Mr. C.) denied utterly that 
members could with any propriety be called upon to 
vote fora billof this description upon explanations 
given even by the distinguished chairman of the 
| Committee of Waya and Means. But it was known 
| that such was the state of confusion existing in the 
| Hall whilst the gentleman was making his remarks, 
| that, with a few exceptions, the members were 


| utterly precluded even from understanding the 
| tenor of his argument. What were the reasons 
| presented by the gentleman in favor of the passage 
of this bil? He (Mr. C.) asked gentiemen on 
| that side of the House, whose cordial support and 
| co6peration towards the passage of the bill upon 
| that gentleman’s statement 
| Mr. VINTON interposed, and was understood 
| to remark that he had spoken of the friends of the 

bill generally, and that he trusted it had friends on 
| all sides of the House. 

Mr. COBB continued. He was (he said) about 
|| to remark that the gentlernan from Ohio seemed to 
| think, from his remarks, that gentlemen on that 
|| side of the House should rally to the support of 
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the bill because 
favor, and because it had been reported by him, 
ne head of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; whilst gentlemen on his (Mr. ©.” 


the 
.’8) side 
were to approve and support it because it met the 
navprobation of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
He (Mr. CG.) was not disposed to support any 
measure of this sort on the recommendation of the 
He desired to 
examine i And he would say to the 
gentleman from Ohio, and to the friends of the 


one or the approval of the other. 


for himself. 


bill, that if, when the motion had been made to 
suspend the rules, notice had been given that it 
was tuerr intention to endeavor to force 1t to a vote, 
they never could have olstained a vote of two-thirds 
for its introduction. ‘Lhe House, out of courtesy 
ty the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who, by his position, was known to have 
cial of the important measures of Conrress, 
was induced to suspend the rules. The nature of 
the bill waa not even mentioned. The House, in 
the kindest courtesy towards the gentleman from 
Ohio, and to his position, allowed the bill to come 


i nH, probably, the most 
kind that had been presented to the consideration 
of Coa s; and x 


vote upon the question of its engrossment, without 


Important of its 


wres nilemen were called upon to 


having known or heard anything of its merits or 
details, except from the reading it had had by the 
Clerk. 

Che gentleman had called upon ita friends not 
Wiry did 
‘The ¢en- 
leman well knew, that after the bill had been 
ordered to be engrossed by a blindfold vote on the 


part 
; 


o adjourn untel it had been envrossed. 


t 
he not call upon them to pass it, also? 
? 


amenament. 

\f 
which nothing could be heard by the reporter ex- 
cept that he had moved to make the bill the special 
order of the day for I'riday next, and that he be- 
lieved the gentleman from Georgia {[Mr. Coss] 
had voted against that motion. 

Mr. COBB continued. He had, he said, voted 
against that motion, and he would repeat the vote 
if the question were again presented, and the vote 
npon that motion showed the gentleman from Ohio 
that two-thirds of the not have 
intended that the bill should be put on its passage 
to-day, since two-thirds were not even walling to 
make it the special order for Friday next. He 
(Mr. ©.) thanked the gentleman for the suggestion 
he had thrown ont. It confirmed him (Mr. C.) in 
the correctness of the point he had made. If two- 
thirds of the members of this House had been 
willing to place themselves in a position to force 
the hill to its passage, then they would have gone 
in favor of making the bill the special order for 
Friday next. But because the bill had been intro- 
duced, and the House was not willing to make it 
the special order because they desived further time 
for consideration, and because they were not wil- 
jing to lay aside all other business for the purpose 
of taking it up, was that the only justification 
which the gentleman had for attempting to force 
it to a vote to-day ? 

But, at the time he was interrupted by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, he (Mr. C.) was going on to 
remark that they were called upon to put the bill 
in a situation where it could not be amended—to 
put it beyond the power of the House to ingraft 
any amendment upon it—to place it in a condition 
to be passed in the form in which it had been pre- 
sented to the House, or to be defeated, and that, 
too, without the House understanding its details, 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wutre,]} 
at the head of another committee, (on Agriculture, ) 
had asked leave to report a bill of the same kind. 
The gentleman desired that it might be placed on 
the same footing with the bill now before the 
House; that both might be considered, and the 
merits of each be fairly canvassed. It was due to 
that gentleman, and to the committee, who were 
prepared to report the bill which the gentleman 
said he was ready to report, that it, with this, 
should go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be printed—in order that 
the House might act understandingly and advi- 
sedly. Why was it that, at this late period of the 
session, this measure was thus to be hurried 
through? If it wasa measure of such Vast import- 
ance, if it was necessary to have another Cabinet 
officer just at this particular period of our history, 
why was it that the geuatheoman from Ohio, and the 


members could 


if the House, it was beyond the reach of 


Mr. VINTON interposed with a remark, of 


of the subject, and @ho had had under considera- 

tion, from the commencement of the session, the 

report of the Secretary of the Treasury, had not, | 
until this late hour, teported the bill? Why was 

it not brought forward at an earlier day? If it 

was so vastly important, if its principles were so 

plain and its importance so paramount, that it was 

to be put upon its passage without consideration 

or debate, or even without being printed, the gen- 

tleman at the head of the Committee of Ways and 

Means would find it difficult to justify himself for 

so longdelaying to bring the matter to the consid- | 
eration of the House. He (Mr. C.) would appeal 

to members on all sides of the House—whether in 

favor of the general principles of the bill or not— 

he would appeal to them to put their feet on this 

movement. It was due to gentlemen on the one, 

as well as on the other side of the House, that 

they should not be dragooned into the passage of 

a bil about which they knew nothing beyond tite 

remarks which had been made by the gentleman 

who reported it. No report had accompanied the | 
bill. Beyend the explanations which had been 
civen by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and these explanations heard only by 
one-third of the members, nothing was known of | 
the bill; and upon these explanauons gentlemen | 
were to be called upon to vote; and that, too, 

whilst another measure covering the same ground, 

designed for the same purpose, prepared by another 

committee, was also to be submitted, when an 

opportunity would be afforded of comparing the 

relative merits of both—taking what was good 

from one and the other—and framing from both | 
such a bill as, upon due consideration, might re- | 
ceive the approbation of the House. 

He said that the mere fact of adding another 
Cabinet officer to the Government was-not a suffi- 
cient justification of this hasty proceeding. From | 
the explanations of the gentleman from Ohio, and 
which, as he (Mr. C.) had said, were so imper- 
fectly heard, and from the reading of the bill, 
he understood the whole purport of the measure 
to he, to add a Cabinet officer to the Government. | 
it changed the Department of the ‘Treasury as well 
as the Department of State. He did not say that | 
such a measure, when duly considered, and ata 
proper time, ought not to be passed. But he said 
that this mode of changing the departments, this | 
hasty mode of carrying on legislauon upon ques- 
tions of such importance, should not receive the 
sanction of this House, as he knew it could not 
receive the approbation of the people. 

The gentleman had said te the friends of the bill, 
that unless it was engrossed it would be defeated. 
If this were so, other measures of equal import- 
ance would also be defeated. Let the bill take 
the fate of all bills which were brought in at the 
close of ashort session of Congress. Let the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio learn, that if the measure was so | 
important, he who had been atthe head of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means during the last session 
of Congress, when there could have been no reason 
to inquire into the motive for the introduction of | 
such a bill, could have brought it forward then. 
But it seemed that, during the last session, the 
chairman had slept over this important matter, | 
and that he did not then see that the great interests | 
of the country required the creation of another 
Cabinet officer. The gentleman had slept over it | 
until this late period. He had waked up at the elev- | 
enth hour, and desired to wake up this House; or 
rather, he (Mr. C.) believed the gentleman desired 
the House to vote upon it whilst still sleeping and 
dreaming; for it was not to be enlightened as to the 
merits of the bill. If the country suffered for the 
want of such a measure, the responsibility rested 
upon the gentleman from Ohio. It had been rec- | 
ommended to Congress time and again during 
many Administrations. It had not yet received 
the favorable action of former Congresses, though 
the most ample time had been given for investiga- | 
tion. And he could not sanction it at atime when | 
nothing was known of its merits, and when the | 


House was ignorant of the details of the bill. 

He pronounced this the strangest proceeding 
that he had witnessed since he became a member 
of this body. It was an unparalleled thing that 
an effort should be made to create so radical a 
change in one of the most important branches of | 
the Government on the very day on which the | 
measure was introduced. The friends of the bill, 


j 
} 
1 
| 
' 


| the friends of a new Cabinet officer, were rallied 
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ntleman from Ohio to vote Drains 
mn St ad. 


: : Of motions 
Let nothing be done, said the gentleman ns, 


get a new Cabinet officer fairly fixed 
Government. This fairly and legitimately trhne 
lated, was the English of his appeal, Noni - 
every such movement he (Mr. C.) would «,. ae 
condemned it. He trusted the House wo,,\, ie 
demn it. H deserved to be condemned He + 
not wish to be understood as avowine h = 
egainst the principles of the bill, At i. — 
tume, when he had had an opportunity ne 7 ~ 
into details, he might be in favor of the ead 

zation of the departments. There mizht be...) 
reasons for such a proceeding. Good reaso, cae 
been urged heretofore. ‘They had had thej, 
influence. And he desired to understand | 
tails of the measure, and the extent to whi 
were to go, before he could give his 
bill of this importance. ; 

Mr. BRODHEAD. What is the motion 
ing? To refer the bill to the Committee - 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. To refer to the Commie 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. a 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he could not concur jy 
all that had been said by the gentleman fro 
Georgia, who had just taken his seat. He could 
not think that his complaints against the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means were very well founded 
The gentleman complained that this measure had 
not been brought before this House at the jag: 
session of the present Congress by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. The answer 
to that was, that the Secretary of the Treasury ang 
those having charge of the public interests at the 
executive department had not then recommended 
it. He considered that a very good answer. If 
any complaint was to be made, it should be agains 
those at the other end of the avenue. He believed 
this was a good measure—at any rate in its prin- 
ciples; but he did not wish to vote upon it to-day, 
The gentleman from Georgia said he did not know 
that he was opposed to the principles of this bill, 
He (Mr. B.) was in favor of it. It had been pend- 
ing before this House since the opening of the 
session. Gentlemen had therefore considered it, 
at any rate they ought to have considered it, be- 
cause the Secretary of the Treasury had brought 
it to the attention of the House at the opening of 
the session. The chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means informed this House, upon the 
introduction of the bill this morning, that shortly 
after the meeting of Congress, in December last, 
he called upon the Secretary of the Treasury to 
give to this House his plan in the shape of a bill. 
That bill had not come from the Treasury Depart 
ment untila few days since. Jt therefore could not 
have been presented to this House until this time. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (the floor having 
been yielded) explained that he had not stated 
whether he called upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
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| ury immediately after the meeting of Congress or 
not. The facts were these: the Committee of Ways 


and Means, in the first place, had felt it to be their 
duty to prepare the necessary appropriation bills. 
He spoke of the great amount of labor and time 
which the committee had devoted to them, and said, 
as soon as the appropriation bills had been prepared 
this subject had been taken up, and not before; and 
when it was taken up under the direction of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he had called 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury. A monitor 


_ more of the session had passed before he had called 


| 
| 
| 


upon that officer, because during that time he had 
been engaged, and the committee had been engaged, 
in business more indispensable. 
knew the rule of the House required the Committee 
of Ways and Means to report the general appre- 
priation bills in thirty days after the commence- 
ment of the session, and at this short session they 
should have been reported as early as that at 
events. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD resumed. This bill came 
from the proper place—from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who had had this measure under cod 
sideration for some time past. It came from an 
officer peculiarly qualified to prepare it. He (Mr. 
B.) did not pretend to say it was perfect in all i's 
details. He did not care if it did at this juncture 
create an additional Cabinet officer, if the interests 

jof the country required it. He believed the Gov- 
ernment had outgrown the offices, as they were 
organized some time since. 


Every gentleman © 
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Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat.) It has not | 
jerown the applications for office. 
Mr BRODHEAD, (continuing.) Although it 
had not outgrown the applications, those at the 
head of the departments could not discharge their 
jnties as they ought to be discharged. ; Although 
a pill might create an additional Cabinet officer, 
the interests of the country required it at this 
rime, he was witling to go for it; and he believed, 
¢the Democratic party came into power—as they 
ertainly would—they would be willing to avail 

themselves of it. ; 

He did not wish to vote upon the bill to-day. 
He thought the motion of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to postpone the 
pili to Friday was the proper one; and gentlemen 
an this side of the House had no right to complain, 
if they refused to set apart a day for its considera- 
ion, if they were called to vote upon it to-day. 
~ He would inquire of the Speaker if it would be 
in order to move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the bill tul ‘Thursday, and that it be 
rinted ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the motion would 
ne in order, and would have priority over the mo- 
thon to refer. 

Mr. VINTON. I suggest to the gentleman that 
he so modify his motion as to continue the special 
order from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I make that motion, and I 
demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question, if 
seconded, would cut off the motion to postpone, 
and bring the House to vote first upon the refer- 
ence of the bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I withdraw the demand for 
the previous question, then, : 

The question being on the motion to postpone 
aml print— 


a 
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conclusion at this time, for he was not at all fa- 
miliar with its provisions, he did not know their 
extent and character, and he would be voting in 
the dark. He should rather vote against it than 
for it, under these circumstances. But he did not 


| see how any gentlemen who admitted it to be im- 


Mr. WENTWORTH inquired if the motion | 


was divisible ? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was, and that the 
motion to postpone would only require a majority 
to pass Il. 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to call 
for such division. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, suggested that if 


the bill were postponed until Thursday, it would | 


come in conflict with the business provided for in 


the rule recently adopted on his motion, which re- | 
quired the calendar of the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union to be called over every 
Thursday, that the committee might act upon such 
billsas were not objected to. He hoped gentle- 
men would not change the order ef busines for that 
day. It would be doing injustice to gentlemen on 
all sides of the House. 

The SPEAKER suggested to Mr. Bropueap 
that if he wished ag iin to try the question of post- 
poning the bill to Friday, it might be done by 
moving to reconsider the vote by which that motion 
had been rejected. 


Mr. BRODHEAD thereupon withdrew the mo- 


tion to postpone until Thursday, and moved to || 


reconsider the vote by which the motion of Mr. | 


Vixton to postpone it till Friday, and make it a | 
special order, had been rejected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania voted with the prevail- | 
mg side upen that question? 

Mr. BRODHEAD replied that he did not. 
course, he could not therefore make the motion. 
Mr. PECK (who had voted with the prevailing | 
side) moved to reconsider the vote. 


Of | 
consider, in perfect good faith. 
| against the motion to make it a special order on || 
Friday, for the reason that he did not believe that || 


Mr. STANTON said he desired to say, in a || 


very few words, that he was among those who 
had voted for making this bill a special order 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Is the motion to recon- 
sider debatable ? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was debatable 





apply to the question of postponement, and not to 
the merits of the bill, 

Mr. STANTON (resuming) said he was goin 
to remark, that he was among those who had aml 
for making the bill the order of the day for Friday | 
rext, and he thought upon the argument presented | 
by the gentleman from Georgia himself, that this 
bill ought to be made the order of the day for some 
particular time. He understood the gentleman in 
his argument to admit that the subject was an im- 
portant one, and that some action was necessary | 
Upon it. He would agree with the gentleman in | 


portant, and that he was not against the principles 
of the bill, could refuse to take it up at some rea- 
sonable time and consider it. 

Mr. COBB (interposing) said there might be 
many good reasons. One was, that there were 
other important measures sufficient to occupy the 
attention of the House during the remainder of the 
session, and which had precedence over this bill, 
not only in the order of business, but in the im- 
portance of their provisions. 

Mr. STANTON admitted that there were other 
very Important measures, but he doubted whether 
the most important measure of this session would 
be acted upon. 


would require but a short time. But gentlemen 
should give them time to look into the bill and 
examine its provisions. 


they would be in need of them and a great deal 
more before they could satisfy the numerous ap- 
licants for office, who he supposed were already 
ressing their claims, 

Mr. HAMMONS interrupted, with a point of 
order, contending that the gentleman was tran- 
scending the limits of debate allowed under the 
rule. . 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
upon this Motion remarks were not in order upon 
the merits of the bill, but that they must be con- 
fined to the question of postponing to a particular 
day. 

Mr. STANTON (resuming) desired to say ina 
few words, in conclusion, that the question whether 
this bill would give to the incoming Administration 
the appointment of a few additional offices or not, 
was not the question which operated upon his 
mind. 
ernment required the creation of these officers. If, 
upon the consideration of the bill, it appeared that 


they were required, he should vote for it, whoever | 


might have the appointment of the officers. 


Mr. VINTON desired to say one word. The 


House had already expressed its opinion against | 


making this a special order. If they reconsidered 
the vote, the question returned, and the probability 
was, that they would have a motion to divide the 


question, so as to vote first on the postponement, | 


and then on the special order. Now, if a major- 


ity of the House voted for the postponement, and | 
then two-thirds did not vote to make it a special | 


order, there was an end of the bill. 


On the other hand, if a majority of the House | 
voted against postponing, the special order fell as 
He was very sure, under | 


a matter of course. 
these circumstances, that to reconsider the vote 
would be to involve themselves in difficulty under 


which the bill would fall. 


question upon its engrossment to-day. 
Mr. PECK said he had made the motion to re- 
He had voted 


there was time during the remainder of this short 


| session, properly to consider so important a mgags- 


the House were probably ready to force the bill | 


ane ee ad t | through this day, even without allowing gentlemen | 
only within very narrow limits; that debate must || 


| 


ure. 
the House upon the motion, that the majority of 


an opportunity to become acquainted with the de- 


| tails of the bill. He had therefore changed his | 
| opinion, and now thought it was better to have | 
even the short time between this and Friday, and | 


have the bill printed, that gentlemen might be en- 
abled to examine it. 


time to examine the bill, if that was the true rea- 


| son which governed their vote, would vote in favor 


Voting against this bill, if it should be passed to a i 





of the reconsideration of the bill, and then vote | 
with gentlemen on the other side to make ita spe- | 


cial order for Friday next, as he should do him- 
self. 


Mr. VINTON suggested to the gentleman that | 


If it should be acted upon effi- | 
ciently, itcould be disposed of ina very short time. 
If this bill ought to be passed, if the necessity of | 
the case was such as to require the establish- 

, ment of this new department, he apprehended it | 


It might be true that it | 
would give to gentlemen on the other side of the | 
|, House another office or more to dispose of, but 


It was, whether the necessities of the Gov- | 


He thought, therefore, | 
that they should hold on to the bill, and take the | 


But he had become satisfied, by the vot®of || 


He hoped, therefore, that | 
gentlemen on this side of the House, who desired | 
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he would better accomplish his purpose by allow- 
ing the bill to be engrossed to-day. Ii that vote 
was taken, he would move to reconsider it, aud 
let the motton lie over, so that the gentleman ond 
the House would have the opportunity to examine 
the bill, and vote upon the reconsideration after 
full ime had been given to look into all its details. 

Mr. PECK said he understood that the bill 
wonld not then be epen to amendment. 

Mr. VINTON replied that it would be. If the 
House reconsidered the engrossment, the bill would 
then stand precisely where it was now. 

The House would understand that he proposed 
that the bill should be ordered to be engrossed, and 
then to move to reconsider that vote, and allow 
that motion to lie over upon the Speaker's table 
for the future action of the House. 

In the ntean time the gentleman could examine 
the bill tn all its details, and tf the House were dis- 
satisfied with it, they could vote to reeonsider tha 
engrossment, and amend it or dispose of it at their 
pleasure. 

Mr. PECK said that the gentleman could give 
10 assurance, if it was engrossed, that the vote 
would be reconsidered. 

Mr. HARALSON, remarking that he saw no 
necessity for further Wiscussion upon the question 
of reconsideration, moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired if a motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table was in order? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. CLINGMAN made that motion. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Comnecticut, inquired 
what would be the effect of the motion ? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be simply 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, 
leaving the bill before the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr, 
Conn to commit the bill— 

Mr. WHITE inquired whether the bill was now 
before the House ? ; 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. WHITE. And open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the motion to com- 
mit is pending. 

Mr. WHITE. I desire, when the bill comes 
up for consideration, to move, as an amendment, 
the bill which I reported from the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Mr. WENTWORTIHI rose and said he would 
move the previous question, and demanded the 
yeas and nays. He was not, however, recognized 
by the Chair, but the floor was given to— 

“Mr. ASHMUN, who inquired what would be 
the effect of the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. To bring the House to vote 
first upon the motion to commit, and then, if that 
motion is rejected, upon the engrossment of the 
bill. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved a call of the 
|| House. 

Mr. McLANE. Do I understand that the etiect 
of the previous question would be to cut off all 
amendments ? 

| The SPEAKER again stated that the previous 
'| question, if sustained, would bring the House to 
\| vote first on the motion to commit, and that fuil- 
ing, upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays 
\| on his motion for a call of the House. 
|| The yeas and nays were not ordered, and the 

motion was rejected. - 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered, (being first on the 
motion of Mr. Cons to refer the bill to the Com- 
|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.) 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
|| yeas 77, nays 109—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinser, Bing- 
ham, Birdsall, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Willan G, 
1 Brown, Burt, Chase, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
i! fiamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Darliog, 
|| Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Frencii, Fries, Goggin, W. P. 
Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harinanson, Harris, teniey, Hill, 
G. 8. Houston, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. Joimeon, Revert 


1 Ww. Johnson, George Ww. Jones, Kaufman, Latin, La rere, 
Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Lampkin, MeClelland, McCier- 
| 





nand, McLane, McQueen, Job Mann, Meade, Milier, Morris, 
Morse, Peasice, Peck, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Kich- 
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ardson, Kichey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Robert Smith, 
Burkweather, Charies E. Stuart, R. A. thompson, Tarner, 
Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and 
W oodward—77. 4 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Barrow, Beicher, Blackmar, Botts, Boyden, Brad), Brod 
head, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, ¢ iapp, 
Clingman, Cocke, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, 
Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, 
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Farrelly, Fisher, Fiowrnoy, Freediey, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, 
Gentry, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, liale, Nathan K. 
Hail, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, 
Flias B. Holmes, J. W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel 
P. King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Maclay, 
Melivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, 
Mutin, Marphy, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Oatlaw, Palfrey, 
Pendicton, Vetrie, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. 
John, Schenck, Sherrill, Stivester, Slingeriand, Caleb B. 
Smith, Troman Smith, Stanton, Audrew Stewart, Strobm, 
Strong, ‘Talimadge, Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, Thurs 
ton, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, 
and Wilson—109. 


So the House refused to commit the bill. 


The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, (the previous 
question being still in operation. ) 

Mr. McLANE appealed to the gentleman from 


@Massachusetts [Mr. Asumuy] to withdraw the 


demand for the previous question, in order to ad- 
mit of amendments being offered. 

The SPEAKER said, it was not in the power of 
any gentleman now to withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. The question was on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked the yeas nays on 
that question, which were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—ye&s 111, nays 76—as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Rarrow, Belcher, Blackmar, Blanchard, Boyden, Brady, 
Brodhead, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, 
Clapp, Clingman, Coeke, Collamer, Cranston, Crisfield, 
Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Duncan, 
Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Farreliv, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedicy., Fulton, Gaines, 
Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, 
Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hamp- 
ton, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Thoinas Batler King, Daniel 
P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Maclay, Me 
livatne, MeLane, Horace Mann, Marsh, Morehead, Mul- 
ling Murphy, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Pendleton, Petrie, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. 
Jobn, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. 
Bmith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, 
Strong, Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, Thibodeaux, R. W. ‘Thompson, 
Thurston, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, 
White, and Wiison—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing 
ham, Birdsall, Bocock, Boyd, Bridges, W. G. Brown, Burt, 
Catheart, Chase, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. 
Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, Donnell, Faran, Peather- 
ston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Goggin, W. P. Hall, Hammons, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. 
Houston, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Lahm, La Sére, Sid 
ney Lawrence, Leffler, Lumpkin, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McQueen, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Peasiee, Peck, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Richey, 
Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Smart, Robert Smith, Stark- 
weather, Charles E. Stuart, Robert A. Thompson, Turner, 
Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, 
and Woodward—76. ¥ 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 


Mr. VINTON said, that in order to give the 
members of the House an opportunity to examine 
the bill, he would move to reconsider the vote by 
which it had been ordered to be engrossed, and he 
would also move that the bill be printed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that the bill 
should stand as it now was, and that it should be 
printed, 

Mr. VINTON said he preferred that the motion 
to reconsider should lie over by general consent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. But the Chair was about 
putting the question. 

The SPEAKER. No, sir. 

Mr. STANTON said that his object in voting as 
he had done, in favor of the engrossment of the bill, 
was that he might move a reconsideration of the 
vote, with the expectation of having an opportunity 
to examine the provisions of the bill. 

By general consent, the motion to reconsider 
went over, and the bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE inquired, whether the bill and re- 
port which he had presented would go with the 
other bill ? 

_The SPEAKER. The gentleman proposed a 
bill, accompanied by a report from the Committee 
on Agriculture, There seemed to be no objection 
to the bill and report being received; and they 
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would take the same direction with this bill so far 
as might be without taking a vote. In that event, 
it would be understood that the printing of that bill 
also would be ordered. 
No objection was made. 
SWAMP LANDS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked unanimous con- 


sent (or, that being refused, moved that the rules 
of the House be suspended to enable him) to In- 


troduce a bill of which previous notice had been 


given. 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. FEATHERSTON introduced a bill to aid 
the State of Mississippi in reclaimiug the swamp 
lands therein. 

The bill having been read twice by its title — 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said, that as it was one 
in which all the States were interested, he would 
move its reference to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that it be made the 
special order for the 20th instant. 

The SPEAKER said, that if there was no ob- 
jection, the reference would be made. The motion 
for a special order would require a vote of two- 
thirds. 

By general consent, the bill was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question then recurring on making the bill 
the special order— 

Objection was made. 

And the question was taken, and (two-thirds 
not voting in the affirmative) it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the bill was not made the special order. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON then, by general con- 
sent, changed the reference from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. . 

MEXICAN CLAIMS. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, under instructions, 
he said, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
moved that Senate bill No. 313, being an act to 
carry into effect certain stipulations of the treaty 
between the United States of America and the Re- 
public of Mexico, of the 2d of February, 1848, be 
made the special order of the day. 

Mr. 5S. said that this was a bill raising a commis- 
sion to decide upon Mexican claims; and it was 
of high importance that it should be passed upon 
during the present session. He would, therefore, 
under the instructions which he had mentioned, de- 
signate Wednesday next for its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will require a 
vote of two-thirds. 


Mr. HALL of Missouri, asked for the reading | 


of the bill. He wished, he said, to vote under- 
standingly. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be 
read. 

Mr. CUMMINS rose to a question of order. 
Under the rule of the House, this day was set 
apart for the call of the S:ates for resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. And motions to suspend the 
rules are also in order on this day. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
CUMMINS and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. SMITH said he would so modify his mo- 
tion as to designate Tuesday of next week instead 
of the day he had mentioned. 

The SPEAKER. The motion involves a sus- 
pension of the rules; and two motions will be re- 
quisite, (except by common consent,) one to sus- 
pend the rules to allow the motion to be made, and 
the other on the motion itself. 

jection was made. 4 


r. HALL again asked for the reading of the | 


bijl; and it was read by its title. 

Mr. EH. inquired if he had not a right to call for 
the reading of the bill itself? 

The SPEAKER said, the title only could be 
read, except by order of the House. 


Mr. SMITH was understood to say, it might | 


answer the purpase which the gentleman from 


Missouri [Mr. Hatt] had in view, by the reading _ 
of the bill, to state'that it —— to create a com- | 


mission to adjust Mexican claims. 

Mr. HALL said, that gentlemen on the other 
side of the House seemed to be determined that 
no bill should be passed unless its provisions were 
so shaped as to benefit themselves especially, and 
to get the offices. [Laughter.] Gentlemen might 
laugh. They could not laugh him out of his posie 


‘ton. If a proposition was made in the bill to 
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defer its operation until after the 4th of M 
would not vote for it, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. Well 
make it a spectral order, at all events. fix 

‘The SPEAKER then stated the question. 

The rules of the House were Suspended to er 
able Mr. Smit to make his motion; and that »,,.. 
tion having been made and agreed to— = 

The bill was made the special order of the de 
for Tuesday week. oe 

PENSIONS TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS op 

TIE MEXICAN WAR. 
Mr. HARALSON asked leave to offer the ,) 
lowing joint resolution: —— 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representat 

United States in Congress assembled, ‘That in all appliean 

for pensions by the widows of deceased soldier. under the 
act of July 2st, 1848, the returns on the roils of the qj ses 
of which the soldier died, and the Official Opinion of the 
Surgeon General founded thereon, that from the nature oy 
the disease it was contracted while the soldier was ;; the 
line of his duty, shall be considered satisfactory evides, 
thereof, without the proof now required at the Pens n 
Oifice ; and that it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of 
Pensions, in all cases of application for pensions under s id 
act, to apply to the proper officers for said evidence, withoy 
| requiring the applicauts to furnish the same. i 

Mr. COCKE objected. 

Mr. HARALSON, by leave, briefly explaineg 
the object of the resolution, and said he thought 
when it was understood, the objeetion would j« 
withdrawn. Under the act of 21st July, Is4s, 
which gave pensions to the w'dows of decease, 
officers and soldiers of the Mexican war, a regu. 
lation had been adopted at the Pension Office 
which made it necessary for the applicants to prove 
that the deceased officers and soldiers died of dis. 
eases contracted in the line of their duty. Now, i: 
was an extremely difficult matter for the appli- 
cant, in many cases, to get hold of this evidence, 
although the evidence was in the possession of the 
War Department. The object of the resolution 
was, to require the Commissioner of Pensions to 
refer those applications to the Adjutant General’s 
office, where was the evidence how the deceased 
officers and soldiers died, and then to the Surgeon 
General, for his opinion as to-whether the death 
was occasioned by disease contracted in the line 
of their duty. This was the highest evidence that 
could be adduced, and would save the widows the 
necessity of sending off to remote sections of the 
Union, to obtain from officers (who in many cases 
knew nothing of the nature of the disease) that 
evidence which was in the possession of the de- 
partment, and which justice to the widow and or- 
phan required should be brought to light, and made 
use of. He trusted the objection would be with- 
drawn. 

The question having been taken, the rules were 
suspended and the resolution was received, and 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. HARALSON moved the previous question. 

Mr. CUMMINS inquired if the previous ques- 
| tion would cut off the motion to refer? 
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| The SPEAKER replied that it would not if that 


motion had been made. 
Mr. CUMMINS inquired if it could be made 
before the previous question wasseconded? __ 
The SPEAKER replied that it could not while 
the motion for the previous question was pending. 
The previous question was seconded, the main 
uestion ordered, and the joint resolution was 0f- 
died to be engrossed. } 
On motion of Mr. HARALSON, a motion to 
reconsider the engrossment was laid on the table. 
No objection being made, the resolution was read 
a third time, and, 
On motion of Mr. HARALSON, under the op- 
eration of the previous question, it waa passed. 
On motion of Mr. HARALSON, a mouon to 
| reconsider the vote was laid on the table. 

_ Mr. COCKE asked and obtained leave to report 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
a bill granting five years half-pay to certain wid- 
ows and orphans of officers, non-commissioi¢ 
officers, musicians, and privates, both regulars and 

volunteers; which was read twice. ’ 

He said that some time since the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, by resolution of the 
House, had been instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making further provision for the wid- 
_ ows of deceased officers and soldiers. They ha 
| had the subject under consideration, and had di 
\| rected him to. report this bill. He would briefy 
| explain it, and he was sure there could be me . 
\l jections to its passage. The act of 2ist Julys 
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limited pensions to the widows of all such 
x-ers and soldiers as were killed in battle in 
= xico or died of the wounds received, or of dis- 
we! contracted in the line of their duty, pro- 
eed they died before their arrival home. In 
paar instances, officers and soldiers had died a 
rs few days after their return, and under 
rh pperation of the law their widows were cut off 
from pensions; while, if they had died a day or 
ro before, the pension would have been granted. 
Phe bill merely extended the benefit of the act of 
ajst July, 1848, to the widows of all such officers 
ond soldiers as died after their return to the Uni- 
ted States, In consequence of diseases contracted in 
the line of their duty. He trusted that no objec- 
cen would be made to the bill. | 
“Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether the bill had 
yndergone the examination of the Committee on 
Pensions. : ‘ 

Mr. COCKE replied, that he had reported it 
under the direction of that connnittee, under whose 
instructions he now moved the previous question. 
“Mr. HALL, of Missouri, appealed to the gentle- 
mah to withdraw the previous question, to enable 
him to offer an amendment to include the widows 
of those officers and soidiers who had served in the 
Indian territory, and who (he said) were equally 
entitled to pensions. 

Mr. COCKE said, with every disposition in the 
world to accommodate the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, he did not feel authorized to comply with 
the gentleman’s request, as the committee had not 
had under Consideration that subject, but had 
directed him to report this bill, with the simple 
object of remedying a defect in the law of 1848. 

The bill having been read— 

The previous question was seconded, and under 
its operation, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. COCKE, a motion to recon- | 
sider the vote just taken was laid on the table. 


PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. BURT moved that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged from 
the consideration of the bill which bad been re- || 
ported from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
reorganize the Pay department of the army. The | 
House, he said, would remember that, at the last 
session of Congress, a law had passed suspending 
the laws which had been enacted during the exist- 
ence of the war with Mexico, in relation to the 
Pay department of the army. He was authorized 
by the Committee on Military Affairs to assure the 
House that legislation on the subject of that de- 
partment was absolutely indispensable during this | 
session of Congress. 

He had risen to ask the House, inasmuch as the 
bill contained no approjwiation, that the committee 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it lie upon the Speaker’s table. He did not 
ask that the bill be now put upon its passage. 

No objection being made, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union were discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill, and it | 
took its place upon the Speaker’s table. 


MILEAGE AND PER DIEM TO MR. BOTTS. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enabie him to offer the following resolu- 
tion: . 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay to John M. 
Botts, out of the contingent fund of this House, per diem 
aid mileage from the fourth day of December, 1843, to the 
sixth day of June, 1844, inclusive, during wiijch time said 
Botts was attending on the House, and before the Commiit- 
tee of Elections, contesting the seat of Jolm W. Jones, a 
Representative from Virginia in the 28th Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked the yeas and | 
nays; which were not ordered. 

The question having been taken, the rules were | 
suspended, and the resolution was received. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he did not wish to detain 
the House with any remarks. He would, how- | 
ever, state that he was the only surviving member 
on this floor of the Committee on Elections, who 
originally had this case under consideration; that 
it was the opinion of that committee that the claim 
ought to be allowed in the same manner as the 
claim of Mr. Goggin had been allowed at the same 
Session. He (Mr. S.) had attempted to get ina 
resolution for that purpose at the close of the ses- | 
Sion, which had been overrode by other matters. | 
He had also made the effort to attach it as an || 
amendment to the general appropriation bill. The | 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the | 
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, State of the Union, at that time—as other chairmen 


sometimes did—had ruled it out of order, aver- 
looking the fact that the claim of Mr.Goggin had 
been passed in that way. He knew the claim to be 
just. He demanded the previous question, 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested to the gentleman 
to modify his resolution, so as to include similar 
compensation to his colleague, [Mr. C. J. Incer- 
SOLL,| who contested, and successfully contested 
the seat of Mr. Naylor, in the 27th Congress. 

After a word of conversation between Mr. FA- 
RAN and Mr. SCHENCK, in which the former 
was understood to refer to opposition which had 
been made by him to the allowance of this claim 
ata former session, and to say that upon subse- 
quent examination he had. changed his mind, and 
now considered that it should be allowed. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MURPHY asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution, which, by tellers, were 
ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 106, nays 56. 

So the resolution was adopted. : 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote, 
and that that motion be laid on the table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

THE WILMOT PROVISO, ETC. 

Mr. WALLACE rose, and asked the general 
consent of the House, at this time, to present cer- 
tain joint resolutions of the Legislature of South 
Carolina. 

No objection being made, Mr. Wattace pre- 
sented the joint resolutions, as follows: 

The Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives upon Federal Relations, to which were referred so 
much of the Governor’s message as relates to the agitation 
of slavery, and sundry resolutions upon the same subject, 
beg leave to report the following resolution, as expressing 
the undivided opinion of this Legislature upon the Wilmot 
proviso, and all similar violations of the great principle of 
equality whieh South Carolina has so long and so ardently 
maintained should govern the action of the States and the 
laws of Congress upon all matters affecting the rights and 
interests of any member of this Union: 

Resolvet, unanimously, That the time for discussion by the 
slaveholding States as to their exclusion from the territory 
recently acquired from Mexico has passed, and that this 
General Assembly, representing the feelings of the State of 
South Carolina, is prepared to codperate with her sister 
States in resisting the application of the principles of the 
Wilmot proviso to such tertitory, at any and every hazard. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of this reportto the Governors of each of the 
States of this Union, and to our Senators and Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. W. said he was aware that debate was not 
allowed on an occasion of this kind. Gentlemen | 
on this floor would do him the justice to admit 
that during the brief period he had had the honor 
of a seat here, he had trespassed very little on the 
time of the House. He asked the indulgence of 
the House whilst he made a few remarks in ex- 
planation of these resolutions. 

The SPEAKER said if there was no objection, 
the gentleman would proceed. 

No objection was made. 

The reading of the resolutions was called for, and 
they were read. 

Mr. WALLACE was about to proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. CUMMINS asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion of inquiry. 

Mr. WALLACE said he would not detain the 
House many minutes. 

The SPEAKER said the House by unanimous 
consent had read the resolutions of the Legislature 
of South Carolina, and the gentleman from South 
Carolina was entitled to the floor. 

A brief conversation followed on a point of form, 
touching the resolution, between Mr. COPLA- 
MER and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. WALLACE being about to proceed— 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a question of order. 
Did he (he inquired) understand that the subject 
was debatable ? 

- The SPEAKER said, Clearly not, without unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. As a member of the House, 
I cannot 

Cries of ** Too late, too late.’*} 
The SPEAKER. The Chair distinctly an- 





' nounced that the ~entleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Wattace] could go on by unanimous con- || 


sent. That consent was given. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I did not know it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South | 
Carolina will proceed with his remarks. 
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Mr. WALLACE then addressed the House as 
follows: 
Mr. Speaker: I rise, sir, a8 I have stated, to 


resent to this House certain resolutions, which 


were unanimously passed by the General Assem- 
bly of the State of South Carolina, in December 
last, in reference to the introduction of slavery into 
the territorial districts of the United States; and I 
avail myself of the opportunity thus atlorded me 
to express my cordial concurrence in the principles 
they assert and the sentiments they express. 

I claim, sir, to kgow something of the people 
whose representatives have passed these resolu- 
tians, and sent them here. They need no eulogy 
of mine. That eulogy which is their due is writ+ 
ten upon the page of our country’s history, in 
every trying scene through which that country has 
passed; and I feel, sir, that IL can stand upon this 
floor, in presence of the assembled representatives 
of this Federal Union, and point with patriotic 
pride to the records of that history to prove the 
fact, that in every period of their political exist- 
ence, they have, both at home and abroad, in 
peace and in war, in the cabinet and the field, given 
the very highest evidence which patriots can give 
of their devotion to the Constitution, and for the 
preservation of which they are at all times ready 
to lay down their lives. And I hesitate not to de- 
clare, that it is this.very devotion of the people of 
South Carolina to the Constitution, and to the 
fundamental principles of political and civil liberty, 
which it guaranties alike to all, that has prompted 
their representatives to pass the resolutions which 
I now have the honor to present. 

It would, Mr. Speaker, be a very great error to 
suppose that these resolutions were passed without 
due consideration, ina moment of excitement; that 
they are merely the resultof a hasty ebullition of 
feeling without sufficient cause, and that the grave 
and important resolve therein embodied will be 
abandoned the moment this feeling of excitement 
shall have passed away. 

Knowing as | do the cause which led to their 
enactment, it is due alike to truth and to candor, 
that I should assert, as my deliberate opinion, that 
the people of South Carolina will never abandon 
the position assumed by these resolutions, and 


| that they will never submit to the enforcement of 


what is called the Wilmot proviso. 

It is due, sir, to myself and to this House, that 
I should disavow, as I do, all intention of uttering 
a sentence or a word, with the view to intimidate 
or to threaten. To do either the one or the other, 
would not only be incompatible with that respect 
which is due to this House, but would be equally 
unsuited to the dignity and spirit of the people I 
represent. 

It is my desire ‘to speak the words of trath , 
and soberness’’ only, upon a subject the most grave 
and momentous which has ever been agitated with- 
in this Hall. The truth can be no longer disguised 
that we are approaching a most fearful conjunc- 
ture—a conjuncture which involves the very exist- 
ence of the institutions under which we live; and 
he who attempts to disguise this truth is an enemy 
to his country, and to the best interests of man- 
kind. 

The greatest political wisdom, the most exalted , 
public virtue, are now demanded, and their most 
active energies invoked, to avert, if it be possible, 


_ the impending dangers which hang, dark and om- 


inous like a funeral pall, over our future history, 
The history, sir, of every age of the world 
teaches us, that power unchecked and uncontrolled 
is incompatible with the existence of human liber- 
ty; it goes on from one step of misrule to another, 
until the liberties of the people are swallowed up 
in the vortex of despotism. In absolute govern, 
ments, revolution is the sy mode by which the 
tyrant can be overthrown. In limited monarchies 
like that of England, the House of Commons— 
the taxing power—can compel reform by with- 


holding the supplies which are necessary to the, 


administration of the affairs of government. Bat 
the Government under which we live differs widely . 


from both of these. Our Government is twofold. 


It is a government of the whole, and also a govern- 
ment of integral parts; and the great end for which the 


| government of the whole was formed, is to protect and 


defend the parts, and not to subjugate and destroy 
them; and when the Government of the whole fails 
to accomplish the end for which it was created, , 
and threatens to destroy that which it was formed 


‘to save, it becomes a most important subject of 


eh 
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arsenal. 

sy Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Levi Coates ang 
73 others, inhabitants of Chester county, Pennsylvania, ya 
ing Congress to prohibit the introduction of slavery into tie 
Territories of New Mexico and California, to abolish stayery \ 
in the District of Columbia and all other places over whi it 7 
it has exelusive jurisdiction, and to prevent the ddutssion 
of any State into the Union unless slavery be excluded Re 


and whose very existence is threatened—are bound 
to throw themselves into the breach, in their sov- 
ercign character; not to destroy, but to save. If the 
ellort be successful, the Government will be re- 
formed; revolution averted; and the Constitution 
and the Union saved. If the effort fails, the mi- 


retain as security for the performance of the contraet. 
Objection was made. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the House ad* 
journ; but waived the motion at the suggestion of 
the Speaker; and 

By general consent, the following Senate bills | 


nority of States will be thrown back upon the law 
of self-preservation, and the duty to save themselves 
becomes paramount to all other considerations. 

Sir, there are those, myself among the number, 
who believe that the hour is rapidly approaching 
when the minority of sovereign partics to the 
compact of Union must act—upon the principles, 
and to attain ends, to which lt have re- 
ferred; not by their representatives in this Hall, 
for that security has already most signally failed, 
but in their sovereign character out of this Hall, 
to arrest the arerressions that have 


| . 
the ere 


progress of 


already been borne until forbearante has ceased | 


were read twwe and referred: 
An act to establish the collection district of 
Brazos de Santiago, in the State of ‘Texas. 


An act to provide for an increase in the medical | 
stail, and for an additional number of chaplains in 


the army of the United States. 

The question recurring on the motion to ad- 
journ— , 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, rose to offer 
a resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS withdrew the motion to ad- 


journ. 


The rules were then suspended to receive the 


thereirom. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: The petition of James M, 
Hughes and others, praying for the stationing of troops on 
the land route from Missouri to Califo. nia. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: The memorial of Rufus MeLel. 
lan, J. Ariington Bennett, and many others, citizens of New 
York, praying thatthe memonialists be organized into a regi- 
ment for the protection of Our possessions in ¢ alifornia, &, 

By Mr. S'TROUM: A petition signed by citizens of the town- 
ships of Bart and Sadsbury, in the county of Lancaster, ip 
the State of Pennsylvania, praying for a new post route {ron 
the Gap post oilice, to Georgetown, in said county. Also, 
a memorial of the Monthly Meeting of the Religious So- 
ciety of Friends, in the county of Lancaster, in the State of 
Peansylvania, praying Congress to repeal all laws sanction- 
ing slavery in the District of Columbia, and remonstraung 
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others, of Ashburnham, Massachusetts, praying for reduced 
and uniform rates of postage. 

By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of A. W. Newell and ‘ 
many other citizens of Oricans* county, New York. for 


troops under their favorite commander, Gencral Santa Anna, 
and thereby attaining a victory over the enemy Which for its 
sigual and brilliant character is unsurpassed in the military 


heritance so fraught with iis and so full of danger. 
Our duty is plain. ‘Uhere ts nothing so terrible 


to the independent mind as a tame and cowardly 
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Tvespay, February 13, 1849. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the proceedings of the Chamber of Commerce of 
| the city of New York, in favor of appropriauons 
for the cohtinuance of the coast survey. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, It 
was ordered that they be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. CORWIN presented a‘memorial from citi 
zens of Toledo, in the State of Ohio, asking the 
establishment of a reciprocal free trade in certain 
articles of agricultural production between the Uni- 
ted States and Canada; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of Sam- 
uel S. Bartlet, asking that bounty land and extra 
pay may be allowed to that portion of the marine 


Mr. ASH MUN addressed the Sneaker, and said 

‘ he rose upon the other motion made by the gentle- 
rf man from South Carolina, [Mr. Wat.ace. | 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentieman propose 


ing the Constitution, and of usurping powers not couferred 
by it ome laws of the land, and of aggression on the part 
of the United States on the rights of Mexico, without justi- 
fication or adequate cause, Wiich said charges are not only 
without evideuce to sustain them, but are disproved by the 
to debate that question? act of ee S the “qn ee iors yeni was 
Mr.ASHMUN wasunderstood tosay that hedid. || SCC Ue ageinsl Mexico, by 2 vote in the ‘douse of Kepre- 
= ees ; ) sentatives of 174 in favor of it and 14 against it, and in the 
Che SPEAKER stated that the gentleman must || Senate by a vote of forty in favor and two against it, and 
have special liberty to proceed. which suid act avers in the preamble thereto that said war 
Mr AS TN ryt nti wnderetand i “exists by the actof the Repuldic of Mexico,’Sand is fur- 
er ASHML N. fhe motion, I understand, is ther disproved by the notorious invasion of one of the States 
to print the resolutions. : f the Union by Mexico, before said declaration or any act 
The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is not debatable 


of war committed on the part of the United States. 

to-day,as memorials and resolutions of State Lecis- And whereas said charges contained in said amendment 

8 : co . are highly derogatory to the honor of the country, unjust to 
‘ t re > Cé } ) > s 5 Ce , 3 > - > - Se . “ . 
te : ~s innot be discussed except by general con the President, and calculated to tarnish the glory of the brave 
sent, or by suspension of the rules the day on | army who have so signally borne in triumph the flag of the 
which they are offered. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Ido not intend to debate it. 


Union, and may be cited through all time as an official con- 
fession, by a codrdinate branch of the Government, that we 

I merely ask that the first line of the first resolution | 

be read. 
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have prosecuted a war “ unnecessarily and unconstitution- 
ally”? begun: Therefore, 
Resolved, as a remedy therefor, That the said amendment, 
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oy wal which was referred to the Committee on 
yan , 
Naval Affairs. ss = . 
“Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from citizens 
s Lincoln county, in the State of Maine, asking 
ol 


reduction of the rates of postage, and that the 
a . 


freanking 
a to lieon the table. . 

Vir. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial signed by a large number of presidents 
\¢ marine insurance Companies, stating that nouce 
nad been given In the Senate of an intention to 
vek for the revival of the law of 1818 in relation 
«> the coast survey, by which the employment of 
‘jizens on the work is prohibited. ‘The memo- 
; lists express the opinion that the real effect of 


‘eat law would be now, as it was in 1818, to 


a 
i 


f this important work, and earnestly remonstrate 
erainst any movement that would cause any inter- 
wotion of its useful labors, and express the hope 


chat it will be continued as it is; which was ordered | 


to lie on the table. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from tha@fommittee on Claims, 
to which was referred the P€tition of Samuel F. 
Reed, asking payment for a horse surrendered to 
the United States during the Florida war, reported 
a bill for his relief, accompanied by a report; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of the heirs of James Mag- 


lenan, asking compensation for a horse lost in the | 


service of the United States during the late war, 


mede an adverse report on the same; which was | 


ordered to be printed. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was 


referred House bill for the relief of Jas. Y. Smith, 


reported back the same without amendment, and | 


recommended that the bill do not pass. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Samuel Simonton, asking 
vayment of $800 allowed Isaac P. Simonton, de- 
ceased, in a treaty between the United States and 
the Saginaw tribe of Chippewa Indians in the year 
1837, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, reported a joint resolution to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make an equitable set- 
tlement with the sureties of Robert 'T. Lytle, late 
surveyor general of the district of Ohio. 

Mr. Cy briefly explained the resolution, and 
urged its immediate passage. He said it simply 


provides that the proper accounting officer shall 
make an equitable setthkement with the sureties of | 
ytle, late surveyor general of the dis- 


Robert T. 
trict of Ohio, and the Committee on Public Lands 
‘The ground upon which relief was asked was 
simply this: At the time when the office of the 
surveyor general was in default, General Haynes, 
being one of the securities, advanced money, which 


is amply proved by testimony, to pay the con- | 
tracts of the surveyor general’s office, supposing | 


at the time, that as the surveyor general had 
proved a defaulter, it would be credited on his hia- 
bilttes. All he asks is, that the Government will 


give him credit on his bond for the money which | 


he has paid. These payments, however, which 
were prior to the removal of the surveyor general, 
were passed by the office by a general title, and 


were credited to another bond; and now they were | 


simply asked to provide for an equitable settle- 
ment with him, which it was understood the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, while be- 
leving that relief should be given, had said could 
not be afforded without the authority of an act of 


Congress. It was desirable, therefore, that this 


joint resolution should be passed, and passed speed- | 


'y, more especially as the business in which Mr. 
Haynes is now engaged requires this settlement, 
it can be effected, to prevent further applications 
to Congress. 

The resolution was then read a second time by 
‘nanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. KING inquired if there was any commu- 
Nication from the department showing precisely 
the ground on which this claim rests, and the rea- 
Sons why it has not been granted ? 


Mr. CORWIN replied that there was, and that 


twas among the papers. 
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ch served in California during the Mex- | 


privilege may be abolished; which was | 


jestroy the organization and arrest the progress | 


were unanimous in recommending its passage. || 


Mr. KING said he was perfectly satisfied with 
| the explanation of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. CORWIN added a few words of further 
explanation. 

The joint resolution was then considered in 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
having been offered, it was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and was subsequently read a 
third time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the 
petition of Rosanna Maury, widow of John B. 
Maury, asking a pension, made an adverse report 
on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Ruth Kerr, asking a pen- 
sion, made an adverse repoft on the same; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of B. O. Payne, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 

| Claims, to which was referred House bill for the 


| relief of Noah A. Phelps, reported back the same 
i I 


without amendment, recommending that the bill 
do not pass; which report was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of John F. 
Ohl, reported back the same without amendment. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, front the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the following House 
bills: An act for the relief of Thomas H. Noble 
and an act for the relief of Richard Young, reported 
back the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended their passage. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
the payment to the State of Georgia of certain sums 
therein specified, reported the same without amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report recommending its 

assage. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire igto the propriety of authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to purchase 500 
copies of * White’s New Recopilacion.”’ 


Mr. R. took occasion to call the attention of the 

| committee to the subject, as one on which it was 

very desirable to have speedy action, inasmuch as 

it was important to be in possession of the Spanish 
land laws in relation to California. 

After a suggestion from Mr. WESTCOTT, the 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE asked the Senate to indulge him 
by taking up bill No. 415, as it would lead to no 
debate and could be disposed of in a few minutes. 
It was simply a bill to grant the right of way across 
the public lands and to dispose of said land in aid 
of the several States in the construction of rail- 
roads and canals. 

The motion having been -agreed to, the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no 

/amendment having been offered, it was ordered to 
be engrossed, and was subsequently read a third 
time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT asked and obtained the unan- 
'| imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
| extend an act therein specified; which was reada 
‘| first and second time by its title, and referred to 

the Committee on Public Lands. 

The joint resolution from the House relative to 
| evidence in applications for pensions by widows of 
| deceased soldiers under the act of 21st July, 1848, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The House bill making appropriations for @r- 
|| tain fortifications of the United States for the year 
|| ending 30th June, 1850, was read twice by its tide, 
| and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


1 Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said that some time 

| since he reported from the Military Committee a 
bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
_ deceased officers and soldiers who have died since 


Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution: | 
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|| their return to the United States from the Republic | 


| of Mexico, and that bill now lay on the table. 
The House of Representatives had this mornin 


, take up the bill from the House, that it might be 
| acted upon. 


sent to the Senate a bill which was almost identi- | 
cal with the bill of the Senate to which he had | 
| referred; he therefore now asked the Senate to | out difficulty and embarrassment. He expressed 


521 


The motion was agreed to, and the House bill 
granung five years’ half-pay to certain widows of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, was taken up and read a first and second 
ume by its title, and it was then considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS said there was one omission in the 
bill, which he wished to supply. The bill made 
provision for the widows of the officers and sol- 
diers of the regular army who had died since their 
return to the United States, but it made no provis- 
ton tor those who remained in the service, and who 
have since died without being discharged. This 
omission he desired toamend, and hence he moved 
to insert the words ** or who remained to the time 
of their death in the military service of the United 
States.”’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to; and, there being 
no further amendment, the bill was reported to the 
Senate, the amendment was concurred in, and the 
question recurred on the third reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired that the act should 
be read to which this bill refers, and which by its 
passage they were to adopt, or that some explana- 
tions should be given of its provisions, 

Mr. DAVIS said he could not readily find the 
act, but he would state that it provides half-pay 
for the widows and orphans of soldiers who have 
been killed in the war with Mexico, or died of 
diseases contracted whilst in Mexico after their 
return to the United States. Of that fact the bill 
was explanatory. It also extends the operation 
of the act of 1845 so as to cover th@ecase of widows 
and orphans of officers and soldiers who died after 
their return to the United States of wounds re- 
ceived or disease contracted while in the war with 
Mexico, in the line of their duty, after their return, 
The sole diflerence between the two acts is, that, 
by this act, if the officer or soldier died in the 
United States, after returning from Mexico, while 
in the public service, his widow and orphans would 
be ented to the relief aflurded by the act of 1848 
to the widows and orphans of oflicers and soldiers 
who died in Mexico. 

Mr. BORLAND said, if it were in order he de- 
sired to submit an amendment to the bill, 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER replied that it was 
then teo late to submit any amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND said that he should have been 
glad to have offered an amendment; and, that he 
might obtain an opportunity to do so, he would 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
bill had been ordered to a third reading. ‘The 
amendment which he desired to offer proposed to 
extend the benefit of this act to the widows and or- 
phags of those officers and soldiers who volunteered 
in the war with Mexico, but did not go to Mexico, 
having served on the frontier and in the Indian 
country. It was obviously just that some provis- 
ion should be made for them, and theretore he 
moved a reconsideration. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, hoped the honor- 
able Senator from Arkansas would not press his 
amendment. ‘I'his bill was merely explanatory of 
what was believed to be the true meaning of the 
original act, and it was not intended thereby to 
extend legislation further; but the amendment of 
the Senator from Arkansas enlarged it beyond the 
spirit of the origimal act, and he (Mr. D.) would 
prefer that the amendment should be made the sub- 
ject of a separate bill, inasmuch as at this ume it 
would embarrass the action of the Senate, and 
delay the passage of the biil. 

Mr. BORLAND said he believed his amend- 
ment would not be any new legislation. It would 
be remembered, that in the act granting-bounty 
lands for soldiers who served in the Mexican war, 
it became a question whether it extended to those 

who served on the frontier, and it gave rise to con- 
siderable trouble. After some consideration in 
the department, it was decided that it was designed 
for both. The same question would come up on 
this bill; it could not, therefore, embarrass the 
bill at all. If it were the intention to extend the 
_ bounty lands to those who served on the frontier 
and in the Indian country, it surely must be the 
_ design to extend the benefits of the pension laws 
to their widows and orphans. It did not, there- 
fore, extend legislation, but was explanatory, so 
as to enable the department to extend the act with- 


| 


| the hope, therefore, tha: as his amendment would 


it 


|, not change the character of the bill, the reconsid- 
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eration would be agreed to, and the bill amended 
as he had suggested. r 
The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 
The bill was then read a third ume and passed. 


, 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1850. 

Mr. ATHERTON, by direction of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, submitted an amendment ap- 
propriating $1,500 to enable the Sec retary of War 
toexecutea survey and examination of the Potomac 
river, pursuant to a resolution of the House of 
Repre sentatives of the 8th August, 1848. 

Tie amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ATHERTON then submitted, and theSen- 
ate adopted, several other amendments, of which 
we were unable to obtain copies. Oue of these 
amendments was simply the addition of the words 
‘under the direction of the Secretary of State,”’ 
after the word ** plan,’ in the following item: 

* Towards the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to the original plan, $50,000, to be paid 
out of the patent fund.’ 

A further amendment, asan addition to this item, 
was understood to provide for the manner in which 
the work should be executed. 

Another amendment was an appropriation of 
42,500 to procure medals for Indians. 


Another amengment, not offered by direction of 


the committee, but in consequence of the receipt 
of a letter from the Secretary of State since the 
meeting of the committee upon this bill, was to 
appropriate as muc h as Was necessary of the sum 
of $1,500 for the payment of the salary of the 
Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands. 

Mr. CAMERON desired some information as 
to the necessity and propriety of making this un- 
usual appropriation. 

Mr. ATHERTON replied that he had a letter 
on this subject, which he had received from the 
Secretary of State, which he would desire the Sec- 
retary to read for the information of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania and of the Senate. 

‘The letter was read accordingly, and the amend- 
ment was then agreed to. 

Another amendment appropriated $35,000 for 
the continuation of the erection of a custom-house 
at Savannah, Georgia, and for the erection of a 
custom-house at Charleston, 8. C., $50,000. 

Respecting these appropriations several explan- 
atory letters were read from the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and, after a few words of explana- 
tion between Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts, Nr. 
ATHERTON, and Mr. BUTLER, respecting the 
removal of some difliculues which lately existed, 
atfecting the tide to the lot of ground upon which 
the Charleston custom-house was to be built, the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Another amendment proposed to add the words 
‘‘and assistant messenger,’’ in the item making 
compensation to the Second Auditor and the clerks 
and messenger in his office; and to add $500 for 
the salary of such assistant messenger, licreasing 
the item to $51,057; which was agreed Lo. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to amend the following 
item: ** For compensation of the chief of the Ba- 
‘reau of Medicine and Surgery, and of the assist- 
‘ant surgeon and clerks and messenger in his 
‘ office,’ by striking out the words $6,800, and 
Inserung $7,300. ‘The object was to place the 
chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery on 
the same footing with the chiefs of other bureaus. 
This matter had been submitted to the Committee 
on Finance individually, and had received their 
approbation, but they desired that this motion 
should be made in open Senate. 

At the request of Mr. BERRIEN, the Secretary 
read a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, rec- 
ommending the increase of the annual compensa- 
tion of the head of this bureau from $2,500 to 
$3,000. 

Mr. BREESE. I believe 'l have never voted to 
increase the pay of any officer of this Government; 
on the contrary, | would with great pleasure vote 
to reduce the compensation to the heads of the 
bureaus to $2,500; but when I see that the chief of 
this bureau has so many Onerous duties to per- 
form, I shall vote, contrary to my usual course, in 
favor of the amendment of the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, as an act of sheer justice. 

Mr. ATHERTON, I hope the amendment will 
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not prevail. Itis an amendment to increase a sal- 
ary which is fixed by law, and it is certainly a poor 
rule that will not work beth ways: The Senate at 
the last session to save these officers from reduction, 
adopted a rule that they would neither increase nor 
diminish salaries, but make appropriations accord- 
ing to existing laws. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to correct the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire as to a matter 
of fact, as it appears he has fallen into a mistake 
respecting the rule of the last session. The Senate 
adopted a rule not to diminish salaries by the ap- 


_propriauon bill, but they did not stop there; they 


made an increase of the salary of one officer of the 
Government from $2,500 to 93,000, for the reason 
assigned here; that is, to put him on an equality 
with the heads of other bureaus. [The honorable 
gentleman was understood to say the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. } 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, that was 
an exception to a general rule, and was submitted 
in the light of an excepuon. ‘The general rule 
was, that we 
which were fixed by law. But this will place this 
gentioman on this ground, because opportunities 
for increasing the salaries of the chief head of a 
bureau will oceur frequently, but I never hear any 
argument arise for diminishing their compensa- 
tion. Now, if this amendment should be adopted, 
what will follow? Others will come forward and 
say that they have a right to a salary as allowed 
in this instance, and will claim that all the bureaus 
ought to be increased in the same way. Now, 
this argument, which seems to operate well for 
increasing a salary, never does so for diminishing 
one. It never seems to suggest itself that because 
one salary has been raised, another should be re- 
duced. | do not know where we shall end if we 
begin this system of increasing the salaries of the 
heads of bureaus and of clerks, because there are 
many applications of the same sort. There has 
been an application from a gentleman, who has 
been the acting head of the Ordnance department, 


to make his salary, while acting as head of the | 


bureau, equal to that of the re&i head, besides a 
large claim for arrears. ‘lhis, on the principle 
which was adopted, was rejected by the commit- 
tee, and various other applications of the same 
sort; but I scarcely see how wé can avoid making 
invidious comparisons, except we reject the whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN, 
to believe that the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance does not make any objection, on his doubts 
of the merits, or on his doubts of the propriety of 
the application in itself; his objection results from 


a technical rule which he supposes the committee | 
have prescribed for themselves under the sanction | 


of the Senate. But accerding to the statement 


which has been made by the honorable Senator 


from North Carolina, itappears that the chairman 


of the committee is at fault in his recollection of | 


that rule. Suir, Ll add to the statement of that Sen- 


ator, that in the mouuon made by me these technical | 


objectionsdo notoccur. But now the answer given 
to me is, that it wastn exception to therule. Well, 


sir, this is an exception to the rule, and running | 
on all fours with the reasons that induced the | 


Senate to make that exception. The chairman 


of the Committee on Finance suggests that there | 


are a variety of applications; but, sir, they have no 
sort of analogy. 


and place him on a footing with the others. 
prehend that no one doubts that as much of science 
and talent, and as much of all that fits and qualifies 


a man for the station, is necessary for the chief of | 


the Miédical Bureau as any other. The Senate has 


already admitted the propriety of establishing the | 


principle in the case of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions; and in this case, the Secretary of the Navy, 
sensible of its importance, has recommended it. 

I submit this motion to the consideration of the 
Senate upon its merits, with the remark that it is 
not objected to by the chairman of the committee, 
and that his technical objection is answered by the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I move to 


amend this bill by inserting the following amend- 
ment: 


' 
For the purchase of a building erected by the President 


and Directors of the Bank of the United States, to be used 
a> a custom-house ; and the Secretary is hereby directed to 
make said purchase, provided that the same can be obtained 
for @ sua Not exceeding $29,000, © 


would not interfere with salaries | 


Mr. President, it gratifies me | 


‘This is a proposition to increase | 
the compensauon of the head of one of the bureaus, | 
Lap- | 


Feb. 13, 


The amendment! submit, Mr. Presiden; w 
approbation of the Treasury Department f 
purpose of purchasing a house admirably sit 
the town of Erie, in the State of Penuisyl van : 
place of importance in every point of view, ak 
coming more so every year. The buildinggos; « . 
$150,000, and it is a counterpart of that jy Pit 
adelphia, and is well adapted for a custom-| = 
The Government is now paying a large sum { 
the rent of a building there, and this building va 
be had for this small sum. This amendmen 
made, I believe, sir, with the approbation of 
chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ATHERTON. 1 have nothing to say , 
the subject, sir, except that there has bee 9 ae 
munication to me in regard to it, which I furnished 
to the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CAMERON. Will the chairman be oo, d 
enough to allow the letter of the Secretary of 
Treasury to be read? 

The communication referred to was read ace 
cordingly. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Mr, President, I have an amend. 
ment to be inserted ee item making appropria. 
tions for defraying UMPExpenses of the suprem 
circuit, and district courts, &e., as follows: : 

Provided, That the clerks of the several circuit courts of 
the United States he, and the same are hereby, autiorized 
and allowed to retain to their own use, of the fees aud eno). 
uments of their office, asum equal to that allowed ty te 
clerks of the distriet courts of the United States by the aq 
making appropriations tor the civil and diplomatic.expenses 
of the Government for the year 1842, approved May Is, |i, 

I want to explain that amendment, and | pray 

| the attention of the Committee on the Judiciary 
‘ especially to the matter, By the act making ap. 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic eX penises 
of the Government for the year 1842, approved 
May 18, 1842, Congress enacted, that where the 
office of circuit and district clerk were both per- 
formed by the same person, he might retain for 
his own use, out of the emoluments of his office, 
a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars; and 
that where the office was divided, so that the ser- 
vices were performed by different individuals, that 
the clerk of the circuit court might retain a sum 
not exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars, 
and the clerk of the district court a sum not ex- 
ceeding three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Now, it will be perfectly manifest to every law- 
yer in the Senate, that the clerk of the cireuit court 

1s an officer of vastly more extensive jurisdiction, 
of more business, of more responsibility, and that 

- it will require more than twice the amount of labor 

to perform the duties of the office, than is neces- 
sary in the office of the clerk of the district court, 
poecaneriye since the passage of the bankrupt act. 
Sut the law is such as to give to the officer who 
does the least work the sum of three thousand five 
hundred dollars, and to the other who does the 
most, the sum of two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. Now, this amendment puts them on an 
equality in fact, and makes them equal. It does 
not propose to appropriate a single dollar out of 
the public treasury; but simply, that, if the fees 
of the office of the clerk of the circuit court amount 
to this sum, he may have the same as the clerk of 
the district court. This, | am sure, must approve 
itself to the favorable consideration of every law- 
yer in the Serate, and that is about ninety-nine 
hundredths of the number. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The Judiciary Committee 

of the Senate have had under consideration for 
some time—indeed, at the last session, as well as 
this—under resolutions of instruction from the 
Senate, a bill equalizing and regulating the fees of 
all the Federal judicial officers, clerks, district attor- 
neys, and marshals. A bill will probably be re- 
ported at this session; but it cannot be acted on ull 
next. The committee have obtained a largeamount 
of valuable and useful information on the subject, 
which will be submitted. The absurdity which 
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Have) 
adverts to can but be rectified in such general law. 
L am opposed to patching up general laws by 
clauses in an appropriation bill. Besides, in some 
of the district and circuit courts the case is not that 
| presented by the Senator. In some of the States 
| the district court have the most business. 

| Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator from Flor 
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The district courts that 
have jurisdiction of land claims—Spanish, French, 
Snglish grants—in the new southern and 


| Mr. WESTCOTT. 


| and 





‘nd. 
Ta. 
me, 


ts of 
ized 
io}. 
» the 
Pat 
ses 
1842, 
ray 
ary 
ap- 
ises 
ved 
the 
per 
for 
ice, 
and 
Ser- 
hat 
um 
AIS, 
eX- 


awe 
yurt 
On, 
hat 
bor 
Ces- 
urt, 
act, 
who 
five 
the 
do \- 

an 
oes 
. of 
fees 
unt 
k of 
‘ove 
aw- 
une 


ttee 

for 
| as 
the 
s of 
tor- 

re- 
ull 
unt 
ect, 
ich 
LE} 
AW. 
by 
yme 
that 
Ales 


lor- 


hat 
ich, 
and 





1849. 


eouth western States. The clerks of both courts 
vet poorly paid. I doubt if either reach the maxi- 
sun allowed by law. Justice cannot be done to 
“i the Federal judicial officers by the insertion of 
this provision, and, In my judgment, only bya 
oneral law applying to all the cases. 

Mr. BERRIEN. It. does not appear to me that 
whe Senator meets the question presented by the 
motion. It is very certain that there are many 
defects in the act regulating the office of the min- 
erial officers of the judicial department of the 
Government, and it may be very proper that the 
subject should be deliberately considered; but it 
will require, I think, a good deal more deliberation 
shan can be brought to bear upon it at this session. 
Rut the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire does not apply to that; it applies to 
the existing state of things, leaving the officers as 
chey are. It merely provides, that in the distribu- 
tion of the sum fixed for the salaries of these ofti- 
cers by law, they shall be equalized. Now, asa 
eneral proposition, it is unquestionably true that 
the clerk of the circuit court has as many duties 
and as important duties to discharge as the clerk 
of the district court. In consequence of the busi- 
ness thrown upon the cir@uit court by the bank- 
rapt act, the clerk of that court has more business 
than the clerk of the district court, it is true; but 
the Senator must consider that this provision has 
no application to that. It is merely this, that when 
the fees shall exceed six thousand dollars, the 
clerk shall receive thirty-five hundred. The circuit 
court has extra duties and extra compensation. 
The clerk has extra fees; but in no case, I appre- 
hend, do these fees amount to the sum which will 
make it fall under the operation of the amendment 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. The result 
is. that where the fees amount to six thousand 
dollars, so as to bring it under the operation of the 


SA ac ——— 
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law in the distribution of that sum, the salaries of || 


the clerks of the two courts, which are now un- 
equal, shall be equalized. 

Mr. DOWNS. This policy of limiting the fees 
of certain officers commenced, I believe, in 1841, 
and the act of 1841 was amended in 1842. I had 
some experience in this matter, and | believe that, 
to a great extent, the object of the law entirely 
failed. lt was supposed that there would bea large 
balance of fees coming to the Government beyond 
the amount which the officers of the Government 


were entitled to receive. But this money was rarely | 
realized or paid over. I believe that scarcely a | 
dollar has been realized by the Government from 
this pravision of law. A similar policy was adopt-. | 
ed in my own State in regard to some public offices 
where a surplus of fees was required to be paid | 


over to the treasury. But it will always turn out, 
I apprehend, that where public officers are instruct- 
ed to collect fees which they are not entitled to re- 
tain, the Government never makes much out of it. 
but, let this be as it may, it is true that the clerk 


of the cireuit court ought to receive a sum equal to | 
that received by the clerk of the district court. In | 


some States the business of the circuit court is 


exceedingly heavy, especially since the passage of | 
thebankruptact. I think, therefore, it is perfectly 


fair that the clerk should be entitled to retain a rea- 


sonable amount out of the fees that he has-earned, | 


and | can see no reason why he should not receive 


as much as is received by the clerk of the district || 


court, 
Mr. KING. It appears to me that the argument 


as to policy in this case will show the propriety | 


_of leaving this subject to be legislated upon sepa- 


rately. We find that the clerk of the circuit court | 
wishes to be placed upon the same footing with | 


the clerk of the district court in point of emolu- 
ment; because, in consequence of the bankrupt 


law, the duties of that officer are greater than those | 


of the clerk of the district court. Well, | am not 


prepared to say whether the clerk of the circuit | 


court receives sufficient compensation or not. That 
isa matter which should be regulated by Congress; 
and if the district court clerk receives too much, 
and the other too little, it should be regulated; but 


itis the strangest reason I ever heard urged, that | 
tiese officers are dishonest and will not pay over ( ' . : 
|| Mr. J. (in explanation) said: The attention of 
Mr. DOWNS. The Senator will pardon me. | 
Jo not blame the officers at all. Under the law | 
they are to transfer to the Government the balance | 


the money, 


that there may be over and above the sum which 
they are allowed to retain as their salaries. But 
when they have reeeived, in the shape of fees, the 
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part of their business to collect fees for the Gov- 
ernment; and when they come to a settlement, 
they say to the Government, Here are our ac- 
counts—we have received the amount to which 
we are entitied. Itis done with the approbation 
of the Government. There is no imputation of 
dishonesty or dereliction of duty. Itis an ordinary 
construction of law, and a proper one. | only 
mention it to show that the law does notattain the 
object designed. There is no law to compel the 
officers to collect all the fees that may be collected; 
itis only provided that they shall account to the 
| Government for the surplus which they shall re- 
ceive over and above the amount which they are 
entitled to retain. 

Mr. KING. Really, I cannot understand the 
honorable Senator. It is the duty, | suppose, of 
the clerk to collect the fees, and if he fails to do so 
| he fails to perform his duty. If had the authority 
|| would turn every such officer out. 
| Mr. DOWNS. These clerks are not of Execu- 

tive appointment. 

Mr. KING. | know they are not, but the same 
principle applies to every receiver of public money. 
They are obliged to confine themselves to a certain 
amount, which is limited by law, and to pay over 
the balance, which, in some instances, amounts to 
ten times the sum which they are permitted to 
retain for their services; and yet I never heard of 
any complaint, unless where the receiver was a 
defaulter. I think this is a matter which should 
stand upon its own footing, and that it should be 
regulated so as to do justice to all. I shall vote 
against the amendment, therefore, for no other 
} reason than that it does not properly belong to this 
bill. 

Mr. WALKER. It seems to me the Senator 
|| from Alabama does not quite understand the prop- 
osition. He seems to be of the impression that 
the maximum amount allowed by law is sull re- 
ceived by the clerk of the district court; but that is 
not the case. If the amount of fee falls below that 
sum, he gets no more than the fees amountto. But 
suppose an increase of business should carry the 
| fees beyond the maximum allowance, he would 
not in that case be entitled to receive more than 
the maximum. But, whatever the amount of busi- 
ness required to be transacted now by the clerk 
of the circuit court, and whatever amount of fees 
he may receive, he cannot retain an equal amount 
to that which is given to the clerk of the district 
court; and all that this amendment proposes 1s, 
that in case the fees exceed that amount, he may 


| amount which they are entitled to retain, it is no 
: 

| 

' 


the district court. It is not incfeasing the expenses 
of the Government at all; it is simply saying, that 
provided he does as much work, and the fees of 
his office amount to as much, he shall be permitted 
to receive the same amount which is received by 
the clerk of the district court. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. I do not know 
that I understand what the effect, of this amend- 
ment will be; but | am informed, in the discussion 
here, that the clerk of the district court and of the 
circuit court are to account to the Government for 
all fees over a particular amount received by them. 
Now, | want to know what that amount is. 

Mr. HALE. It is six thousand dollars; and it 
is divided in this way: The clerk of the district 
court, when the fees amount to so much, ma 
retain thirty-five hundred dollars, and the clerk of 
the circuit court twenty-five hundred. My amend- 
ment proposes to equalize them. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved to insert 
the following item amongst those making appro- 
priations for public works in the city of Washing- 


ton: 
To reimburse the Corporation of Washington the cost 





occupied by the Government for the Circuit, Disuict, and 
Criminal Courts of the United States, $30,000; the same to 
be expended by the said Corporation in finishing the exte- 
rior of said building, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury: Provided, Tiat rooms enough be set apart for 
the use of the United States Courts in the Districtot Colum- 
bia ; the Secretary of the Treasury to be judge as to the suf- 
ficiency of the rooms so provided. 


the Committee for the District of Columbia was 
drawn to this subject by a memorial presented to 
Congress by the honorable Mayor and others in 
behalf of the City Corporation. The facts dis- 
closed by this memorial are these: The building 


retain the same sum that is allowed to the clerk of , 


of erecting the halt of the City Hall building, granted to and | 
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$78,750. In 1823, in pursuance of an act of Con- 
gress *‘ providing for the accommodation of the 
circuit court of the United States for Washin-ston 
county, in the District of Columbia, and for the 
preservation of the records of said court,’’ and in 
consideration of the sum of ten thousand dollars 
therein appropriated, the Corporation conveyed to 
the United States the apartments In the east wing 
of said building, comprising one-half the entire 
edifice. ’ 

Since that time, a period of more than twenty- 
five years, the Government has had the use of this 
portion of the building without rent or compeysa- 
tion. Now, a very short calculation will show 
the justice of this appropriation. Deduct the ten 
thousand dollars appropriated by the aet of 1823 
from the original cost of the building, and it leaves 
the sum of $68,750 ¢€ xpended by the Corporation, 
for which no interest has been paid by the Gov- 
ernment. The half of this sum, say $34,375, is 
what the Government ought to appropriate, and 
what the memorial asks. But, from considerations 
of economy, the committee have thought proper 
not to ask for more than $30,000. 

Now, the Government has had the use of one- 
half this building for twenty-five years. Suppose 
a reasonable rent to be charged, say even four per 
cent. per annum on one-half the amount actually 
expended by the Corporation, does not the Senate 
perceive that it would swell to an amount much 
larger than is asked by the amendment now offered 
to this bill? 

In addition to this, after the burning of the Gen- 
eral Post Office, in 1836, the City Hall building 
was occupied as a Patent Office until the present 
Patent Office building was completed, for which 
the Government has paid no compensation what- 
ever. 

‘These considerations induced the committee to 
ask for this appropriation, and in the estimation of 
the committee they ought to appeal strongly to the 
liberality of Congress, This city is the capital of 
this, great Republic, and it ought to be a matter of 
pride to every Senator to see its public buildings 
beautiful to the eye of the spectator. 

Mr. ATHERTON. This is a recommendation 
for an expenditure of a considerable amount of 
money for the completion of a building for the Dis- 
trictof Columbia. And in the remarks of my hon- 
orable friend from Georgia, he seems to put forward 
a claim on the part of the District because for a 
certain time the United States have had some use 
of this building as a depository for the records 
of the Patent Office. Now, sir, if we go into the 
debtor and creditor account between the District 
agl the Government of the United States, | do not 
apprehend the District will have much reason to 
claim a great deal from the Government. And 
it seems to me, under all the circumstances, that 
this appropriation, if it is ever to be granted by 
the United States, ought not to be called for 
now. It will be remembered that at the last ses- 
sion of Congress the appropriations for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia were exceedingly liberal. There 
are many appropriations in the present bill which 
go very much to benefit the District, and [ think 
I may say to my friends on the other side of the 
Chamber, thag something is due to the general 
consideration in relation to the state of the treas- 
ury, and that we shodld not go on increasing 
our pecuniary liabilities without having any re- 
gard to the point to which it may lead us. Now, 
some of the appropriation bills which have come 
to us from the House have come here in a per- 
fectly unexceptionable shape. 1 may mention, 
for one, the army bill, which, I believe, contains 
not one single appropriation which is not autho- 
rized by existing law. There were a few alter- 
ations of the existing law in this bill as it came 
from the House. That is usual. But there were 
very few amendments, I believe, introduced into 
the bill by the House which were not sanctioned 
by the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
sliiees. The amendments which the committee 
of the Senate have introduced into the bill in pur- 
suance of the recommendation of the departments, 


/ amount to a considerable sum—one item for the 
| custom-house at Charleston being $50,000, and one 
| for the custom-house at Savannah $34,000, which 


were not in the bill originally. There is an amend- 
ment which has been introduced by the Senate, 
appropriating $150,000 for continuing the erection 


| of the custom-house at New Orleans. There are 
ii was erected by the Corporation at the cost of || several other amendments, also, which have been 
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introduced by the Senate, and which have mate- 
rially increased the aggregate appropriauion con- 
tained in the bill as it came from the House, and 


making a considerable increase upon the estimates | 


of. the departments of the expenses for the next 
fiscal year. {It will be remembered, that by one 
item which has been introduced—I mean that re- 
lating to the Indian department—the amount to be 
expended during the next fiscal year will be in- 
creased to the extent of twelve hundred thousand 
dollars. , 

Mr. KING. I can but admire the course pur- 
sued by the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Finance. He discharges his duty with zeal and 
ability, and endeavors to guard all these appropri- 
ation bills against amendments that are not legiti- 
mately or properly to be applied to them. Now, 
sir, if there was any mode by which we could get 
at this appropriation other than the bill now under 
consideration, | would myself agree with him that 
it wodld be very improper to insert it here. But 
the principle has already been departed from in 
several instances; those which have been men- 
tioned by the Senator from New Hampshire, as 
well as in others which he has not adverted to. 
With regard to the District of Columbia, | am one 
of those who believe that itis the duty of Congress 
to exercise great liberality. ‘The situation of the 
people of the District 1s sur h, that unless Congress 
is liberal in regard to the streets, public huildings, 
&c., it is utterly impossible that this city can be as 
convenient as it ought to be for the purposes for 
which it was designed. And itis important to us 
that it should be made as conveniert as-possible 
Ihave, therefore, uniformly 

departed as far as [gould from the rigid rule in 
regard to making appropriattons so far as this Dis- 
trict is concerned. Now, in regard to the debtor 
and creditor sides of the account which the gen- 
tleman speaks of, | think he will find that he ts 
entirely mistaken if he will enter into a calculation 
of the amount which has been received by the 
Government, and the amount that has been appro- 
wiated out of the public money for the District. 
With respect to this parucular building, Congress 
having occasion for the building for the purpose 
of holding the criminal and other courts of the Uni- 
ted States, agreed to appropriate $10,000 to fit up 
rooms for that purpose. The city liberally offered 
a portion of the building, and the Government 
has continued to use the rooms thus fitted up for 
Bome twenty-five years without pay or remunera- 
tion, without the payment'of a single dollar in the 
shape of rent, the appropriation having been ex- 
hausted in fitung up the rooms necessary for hold- 
ing the courts. Well, now, is it not proper, takigg 
it into consideration that this city has gone to te 
expense of erecting the building, not yet completed, 
but to a certain point completed, and the United 
States having enjoyed the use of it for such a length 
of time, is there nota propriety, | say, independ- 
ently of other considerations, in making an appro- 
priation in order tocomplete the building ? ILappears 
that the sum which is asked for by the memorial for 
the purpose of completing the building, does not 
amount to more than would be a fair compensation 
for its use—that it does notamount to more than the 
Government would have paid in the shape of rent. 
i shall vote for it, and I shall do so with great 
pleasure, as | shall do on every occasion whenever 
an appropriation may be considered necessary for 
the purpose of rendering this place comfortable and 
convenient for the situng of Congress. And I do 
it upon high national grounds. 1 want to see the 
seat of Government remain here; and I want to 
see the District in such a condition that every one 
who comes here to discharge a public duty may 
find all the conveniences that appropriately belong 
to the seat of the National Legislature. I want 
the seat of the Federal Government to be at the 
city of Washington. There are associations con- 
nected with the name itself which are calculated to 
bind us together. We should be liberal, therefore, 
in making it conformable to what the seat of the 
National Legislature ought to be, and in removing 
everything which has the appearance of inattention 
to this great object. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I shall vote for this appro- 
priation, and another that I learn will be olicred 
alter it. | will vote for it, and twice the amount, 
for this city, and without any restriction as to its 
mode of expenditure, leaving that to the City Coun- 
cils. And | will do this as an act of sheer justice. 
There is no favor about it, sir; none atall. i 


for those purposes. 


do so every session, if | were to stay here my || 


whole life. And now, sir, I will state the principle 
on which I would do so. I have seen the injusuce 
and oppression of the United States as a landed 
proprietor. In my State she owns nineteen-twen- 
uieths of all the lands as proprietor. She pays no 
tlaxes—not a cent. She builds no roads; makes 
no bridges. No, sir; the pioneer-settier does all 
for her, and the United States hucksters and ped- 
dles out the public lands made saleable by the 
labor of the pioneer at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents peracre,cash. All fronuer people think this 
is a mean system. So is itin this city. In the 


first place, the proprietors of Washington gave the | 


United States one-half of all the lands. She has 
sold one-half of her moiety for nearly a million of 
dollars, and has, besides, all the public lots. She 


owns about one-half of the real estate in the city. | 


With the improvements, it is worth seven or eight 
or perhaps ten millions of dollars. She does not 
pay one farthing of taxes for this. ‘The ciuzens pay 
all the taxes, amounting to $120,000 or $130,006 a 
year. ‘This is unjust. | wouid vote for the pay- 
ment to the City Councils, annually, of fair taxes 
on the public property here, and the United States 
should pay taxes also in the States for their lands. 
This 930,000 is not one-quarter as much as we 
should pay yearly as taxes; and we should, be- 
sides the taxes, pay, for the city property used by 
us, fair rents. If Lam not mistaken, the new States 
before long will establish juster rules on this sub- 
ject than have heretofore been followed. 

Mr. ALLEN. 
effect of this amendment, and | inguire therefore 
of the mover whether it is designed as a purchase 
by the Government of the United States of halt of 
this building? If that be the case, the amend- 
ment ought to say so, As itis, it does not say 


I do not know exactly the | 


so, and the ownership of the building will remain | 


in the Corporation after the passage of thts amend- 
ment precisely as it is at present. There have 
been some observations made, sir, in the propriety 
of which | cannot agree. One by my honorable 
friend from Alabama. He wishes to give an eter- 
nity of location to the capital of the United States 
in the District of Columbia. [| am of opinion, 
sir, that the capital of the United States should 
follow the nation, should follow the people of the 
United States. And as the nation has spread out 
over a surface the center of which i far remote 
from the District of Columbia, | hope the day 
will arrive when this capital will be situated 
nearer to the center of the people who are inter- 
ested in the transactions carried on in it in their 


name. In regard to the great donations which have 


been made by the city to the Federal Government, 
L have heard much since | have been here. Why, 
sir, When those donations were made, many of the 
lands surrounding this capital were not worth 
one dollar an acre. It is the presence of the cap- 
ital here which has imparted value to this very 
property, which was ceded at a time when it was 
utterly valueless, and ceded with a view, on the 
part. of the citizens at least, of imparting value 
to the property which they retained. 
there is no force in that argument. But I rise 
to say, further, that Congress is not censurable 
for a want of liberality to this District. On the 


‘Therefore | 


contrary, I think that the Government has been | 


liberal in the extreme to this city. I think, 
sir, that a close eXamination of our appropria- 
uions will show that we have spent far more 
money in this District, for the exclusive benefit of 
the District, than we have spent in many of the 
States whose population is equal to ten times the 
population of the District of Columbia. Well, 
now, sir, in reference to the city taxes: | had 
occasion to look into that matter a few years ago. 
I remember that some measures were pending 
heré, and this old argument that never had one 
solitary iota of reason in it, about the great dona- 
tions made by this city to the Federal Government, 


was then urged, and it was pléaded on the part of | 


the people of the District that they were burdened 


with taxes for municipal purposes to an extent 


which rendered it jmpossible for them to defray 
the expense of making any necessary improve- 
ments. | made some inquiries upon the subject. 1 
wrote to the Auditor of ourState and obtained from 
him the amount of taxes paid by the people of 


erty. 1 got an exact statement of it, and it was 
well-nigh three times as much as is paid by the 
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for the propensities of our nature, that | ¢ 











erty. I obtained, also, the amo 
ad valorem taxes paid by the citizens of 
nati, and they were more than double the proper 

tax paid by the people of the District of Columbie 
So that the argument about the onerousness “ 
taxes here is not a sound one. ‘The Other cit 7 
of this country pay a far higher tax, | a 
it is the case with the capital of Ohio, with ¢,.. 
cinnati, and all the larger cities.  [t js therefore 
altogether a mistake to talk of the great donation, 
made by the city to the Federal Government. 1 


must say, however, making all due allowane 


unt of taxes, the 


Cine; 


e 
annot 
la for 
Out of 
€ than 


blame the people of the District of Colum) 
trying to obtain their corporate expenses 
the public treasury. They are not wors 
any other people. I do notrise, therefore, to con. 
demn them for indulging a very natural and ex. 
cusable propensity; but, while I do not censure 
them, I say that we, whose businéss it is to guard 
the rights of the country at large, and sce that 
there is not more money taken from the public 
treasury than there can be good reason given fy; 
should be disposed to oppose appropriations of 
this kind. I do not think they are founded in 
reason or justice. With regard to this particular 
matter, however, I do not know that there js any 
great objection to it, if we are to have somethine 
for our money; but if it is to be a donation, cai it 
a donation; if it is to be a purchase, call it a pur- 
chase; and if is a purchase, let the title to the 
thing purchased come with the purchase, | hope 
there will be an amendment, therefore, for this 
appropriation, so that the part of the building 
designated in the resolution shall be the property 


| of the United States forever in fee simple. Or je 


the amendment be so shaped as to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or some other public 
officer, to give that much money for this pari of the 
building, and provide that the money shall be 
devoted to finishing the whole building. That 


would probably be a better amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER. In rising to say a word or 
two in relation to the amendment which is pro- 
posed, I must be permitted to remark that I do not 
regard the appropriation as a donation. It will be 


| recollected that we have had the use of this build- 


ing ever since it was erected, and it is proposed 
now that we should pay for half of it. I had sup- 
posed that the appropriation as it stands would 
have sufficiently expressed the intention of Con- 


gress. ‘Ihe Senator from Ohio seems to think 
otherwise. I am willing that it should be couched 


in any terms that may be considered proper. 
Make it a purchase, if youlike. 1 believe the peo- 
ple of the District will be glad that it should be 
sold. Their sole object is to obtain the means of 
finishing the building, and in such a style as may 
be suitable to the capital of the United States. i 
do not pretend to say that if we were to account 
with the District as suggested we should be found 
largely indebted to them; but this | do say, that it 
is our duty, as it has been the taste and disposition 


| of every people, great or small, to adorn and orna- 


ment to a reasonable extent the seat of the Federal 
Government, while we do not carry it to extrava- 
gance, while our expenditures are not unnecessa- 
rily large. 

in my opinion, the expenditure of this money by 


| the Government will be a saving, because, unless 


we contribute to finish the building according to 
the original plan, we shall be obliged to build a 


_court-house for the accommodation of the Judi- 
' ciary of the United States within this District, and 


| of this building. 


that will probably cost more than the completion 
The object of this appropriation 
is to secure accommodations for the courts of the 
United States; and I will say to the Senator from 
Ohio that, originally, | was not a friend to the 
proposition, but when I ascertained that the courts 
of the United States had had the use of the build- 
ing for a series of years, and that now there is not 
room enough for the Corporation and the courts, 
and that unless we made this appropriation we 
should have to erect another building, it seemed to 
me to bea discreetand proper expenditure of money- 
And I will say, before taking my seat, that 1 do 
not know if we were to account, we should find 
that we stood so renowned for liberality to this 


| District. Sir, it must be remembered that it stands 
Columbus, the capital of Ohio, upon their prop- | 


in a particular relation to us. The District does 
not own the streets of this city, the widest I believe 
to be found in any city in the world. The Corpo- 


would || people of the District of Columbia upon their prop- |, ration cannot alter a street or shut up a street wilh- 
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Government for the accommodation of the courts 


. ae es ae — 
Until recently a great portion of the population |! of the United States. 1, therefore, submit to the 


sted of employés and attachés of this Govern- | 
ernment, and anything that we gave towards de- 
faving the expenses ot the city only formed a part | 
fhe compensation which we afforded them. Why, 
when we brought the offices of the various depart- 
" ents together to carry on the Government here, 
was It possible that they could have sustained the 
expense of a municipal government without aid 
sam Congress? [tis true, the city is now growing, | 
nd it has inereased means; but it must be remem- 
ered that the appropriauoN now asked for 1s not 
aske dfrom the liberality of Congress, butas ameas- | 
eyreofeconomy on the part of the Government. We | 
ave either to do this or erect a new building, and L 
believe this will be the cheapest; and if the gentle- 
an from Ohio, or any other Senator, objects that | 
the terms of the amendment are not sufficiently | 
explicit, | will go for any amendment that he may | 
-onose to make it more so. But I suppose it will | 
sp eyficient. Does any man believe that after this | 
anpropriation is made they will attempt to oust us | 
from the rooms? If any one is jealous on that 
ecove, | will vote with him to shape the amend- | 
mentasitoughttobe. «© 

Vir. MILLER. As one of the committee which 
recommended this amendment, I desire to say a 
few words in reference to it. I regret that the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Finance 
should have thought it necessary, in connection 
with this amendment, to comment upon the ex- 
travagance of appropriations by Congress, or that | 
he should have endeavored to throw the least pre- || 
judice upon this claim by reason of the fact that | 
the treasury would be called on for large disburse- | 
ments during the approaching fiscal year. 


consi 


C 
r 


L hope | 
that we shall consider this amendment upon its 
own merits; and [am satisfied that if the facts of 
the ease are examined, there will be no hesitation 
in the mind of any Senator to grant the appropria- | 
tion. It will not be found, as stated by the Sena- || 
tor from Ohio, to be in the nature of a donation to || 
the city. JL consider that the facts in this case |) 
justify me in saying, that instead of its being a 
donation, or in the nature of a donation, there are || 
claims and obligations which make it, | think, what | 


may be called adebt. ‘The Corporation does not || 
come here and ask this appropriation merely for || 


the purpose of benefiting the city, but they place | 
it on the ground that the United States, in equity 
and inall fair dealing, should pay for the use of 
this property, which they have occupied and en- 
joyed for the last twenty-five years. Before this 
building was erected, the courts of the United States 
were compelled to rent the buildings they occupied; 
they had to rent buildings for the purpose of a 
court room, a jury room, a marshal’s office, and a 
clerk’s office. I do not know the amount of rent 
they paid at that time. Iam not informed as to 
the precise amount, but I understand it was not 
less than one thousand or twelve hundred dol- 
lars. ‘This building has been erected by the city, 
and paid for from the taxes imposed upon tbe 
people of the eity of Washington. It cost the city 
avout eighty thousand dollars. After it was erect- 
ed, the Government, for the purpose of a court 
room and a clerk’s office and record office, took 
possession of about half the building, and has oc- 
cupied it from that day to this without having paid 
one cent of rent for it. It is true that there was 
an appropriation made a few years ago by Con- 
gress of ten thousand dollars, but not one cent of 
that money ever went into the city treasury. It 
was all expended in fitting up the rooms tor the 
courts and for the accommodation of their records. 
And so, sir, this Government, if | may use the 
expression, has been living upon the city of Wash- 
ington for the last twenty-five years, for the rents 
they would have been obliged to pay, had it not 
been for the accommodation thus aflorded by the 
city, would have amounted to about forty thousand 
doilers. From these facts, it is evident that the 
appropriation of this thirty thousand dollars is 
nothing more than paying for the accommodation 
which we have already had at the expense of the 
city. But all the city asks is an amount of money 
Sufficient to finish the building, to: be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and not one cent of it to go into the treasury 





Senate that this is not asking from the Govern- 
ment a donation;-it is not trying, as the Senator 
from Ohio suggests, to account and to strike a 
balance between what the Government has received 
and what it has granted; it is merely asking that 
the Government shduld pay for the use and en- 
joyment of property belonging to the city, and 
that the money should be appropriated in such a 
manner that the Government may be enabled to 
continue in the enjoyment of that property. I 
have no objection, us state? by the Senator ‘from 
Virginia, that there should be such modification of 
the amendment as may be deemed necessary to 
secure to the Government the use and enjoyment 
of the building as heretofore. 1 believe that there 
will be no objection on the part of the city. There 
will be no ditiiculty about that at all. ‘The city 
will grant it cheerfully. 

One word, sir, with regard to the claims of the 
Government upon the city. kt has been stated 
here, and | think without any facts to support the 
statement, that this city is largely indebted to the 
Government for appropriations heretofore made. 
Sir, | think that if the account is ever taken and 
the balance struck, it will be found to be largely 
in favor of the city. But l do not go into that 
question now. It is*not necessary. But | beg 
leave merely to remark, that | look upon this city 
as the city of the Government, created by the na- 
tion; laid out, tn the first instance, under the author- 
ity of the General Government; every street in its 
whole extent under the control of the General 
Government; one-fourth of the whole property 
within it now belonging to the General Govern- 
ment, and every department of the Government 


| interested in keeping up the municipal accommo- 
| dations of the city. 


Every olflicer of the Govern- 


| ment is interested in the use of the streets, and in 


seeing them kept in proper order and, repair. 
Every public building which you erect here is ben- 
efited by the improvement of the streets leading to 


it. Every department of the Government is inter- | 
| ested in the condition of the streets, in having 


them properly paved, and in having the city prop- 
erly lighted. In regard to ali these matters, the 
Government is as much interested as the people of 
the city, inasmuch as the officers of the Govern- 


| ment have as much the use and enjoyment of these 


accommodations as the people themselves. ‘This 
being the case, it is just and proper that the Gov- 


| ernment should bear its full share in the expenses 


of the city. I believe there was no difference-of 
opinion in the committee upon this subject. 
Mr. HAMLIN. IL have always been inclined 


40 the opinion that the appropriauons made to this 
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District have, to say the least, been very generous4 


on the part of the General Government; and, as 


I acquiesce in sentiment with what fell from the 


Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Atven,]} | have thought | 


| proper to prepare an amendment which | think | 
| will meet the views of the Senator from Virginia, 


and will so qualify the appropriation as to meet 
the views of other Senators. I propose to strike 
Out that portion of the proviso which says that 
** certain rooms shall be used for the benefit of the 


courts of the United States,’”’ &c., and insert **and | 


conveying to the United States a portion of the 


| building,” &c. 


Mr KUSK. 
adopted. All it should be desirable to secure for 
the judiciar 
rooms, after the improvements have been made 
upon the building. The judiciary have had the 
use of this building now for twenty-five years, 


I hope the amendment will not be | 


of the District is the use of these | 


525 


the designs, and accrue to the benefit of contract- 
ors, Who would be constantly coming forward with 
some new scheme of improvement, and making 
appheation to members of Congress for aid im ob- 
taining such contracts as they might desire. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Masssachusetts. | trust this 
amendment will not be adepted. I have, for one, 
no desire that the Government shall go into part- 
nership in relation to this building. It is better, I 
think, that one of the parties using the building 
should own it. IT shall vote for thé original prop- 
osiuon to amend the bill, and make this appropri- 
ation with the greatest cheerfulness, believing not 
only that itis the duty of the United States to do 
so, but that there is an oblization resting upon the 
Government, after the use they have had of the 
building, to make such appropriation for repairs 
as will prevent its going further to decay, and 
remove what has been an unsizhtly object during 
the entire period that | have been in the habit of 
residing here. 

Mr. NILES. [do not rise to oppose this amend- 
ment; I suppose such Opposiuon on my part would 
be unavailing. I desire simply to say a word or 
two in reference to it. “This matter stands precisely 
where my fmend from Alabama, [Mr. Kina, | a 
man of taste, has placed it; and, as the Senator 
from Virgina |[Mr. Hunter] concurred with him 
in this matter of taste, the question is submitted to 
the judgment of the Senate of the United States 
whether we will or will not appropriate some thirty 
thousand dollars to embellish this miserable old 
shell of a building, and place it in a condition con- 
forming to the taste of the Senator from Alabama, 
who has been all over Europe, and had the most 
oe models of architecturapresented to his view. 

am altogether at issue with my friend from Ala- 
bama; for I believe there are some things too bad 
in the world to be mended. It has been an eye- 
sore to every citizen of the United States who has 
visited this city. Now, if this was an appropria- 
tion to pull down and remove the building, [ would 
vote for it gladly; anything to get rid of this poor, 
miserable monument of the folly of an age of 
speculation, for it was erected under the influence 
of the high-pressure excitement of 1835 and 1836. 
The fact of its erection at such a period is some 
excuse for the Corporation of this city, | admit. 
The building is three times the size necessary for 
the purposes for which it was originally intended, 
and has been put upin a style unknown in ancient 
or modern times. What plan this building was 
modeled after, I cannot, for my part, discover; 
at least it would not be idolatry to worship it, for 
itis not in the shape or form of anything on the 
earth, or under the earth, or in the sea. The 
building is a mere shell, and the inside is in har- 
mony with the outside. I have been filled with 
amazement, upon visiting the building, at its de- 
crepit and worn-out appearance; and I consider 
that it is fit for nothing, and never can be fit tor 
anything. ‘This money thus proposed to be appro- 

riated [ consider as completely thrown away. 

he sum is quite sufficient to build a new edifice, 
ample and comfortable fur the use of courts of the 
District; and if such a building is wanted, l am 
willing to appropriate it to that purpose. 

Sir, let thisgold shell moulder away; !et it stand 


| where it now is unul it can stand no longer, asa 


without any interruption; nor can it be appre- | 


hended for a moment that the Corporation of the 
city will turn out the judiciary, after having occu- 
pied this place for so long a time. It is uselesa, 
in my Opinion, to have two owners of the property, 
or to increase the liability of the Government as to 
expense in relation to the use of the rooms. Who 
would be the most economical owners of this 


building, and keep it in the best order, the Con- | 
gress of the United States or the Corporation of | 
the city, who have always had charge of it? It | 


| cannot be doubted that, under the control of Con- 
| gress, the expense attending the repairing and 


keeping in order the building would be much 


of the city of Washington. And for what pur- |) greater than ifahe Corporation of the city were to 


ose, after all, is this expenditure to be made? 
NV hy, in order that half, and more than half, of 
the building may be used and disposed of by the 








have charge of it. In the charge of Congress the 


making of appropriations for the benefit of the | 
building would doubtless be in accordance with || ag reasonable men should do. 


i 


monument of that period of speculation and folly 
which swept over the whole country, spreading 
desolation and ruin in itstrack. Weare told that 
a wise man, before he undertakes to build a house, 
counts the cost; but, in this case, the wise men of 


| this capital did not count the cost of this building, 


and found that they could not completeit. fn fact, } 
think that so much of the building as is now erected 
was built upon credit, in an age of credit; and when 
the credit of the Corporation failed, the completion 
of the building was necessarily postponed. Let 


| stand, then, sir, as a monument of the exceli@cy 
of the credit system, unless the city authorities 


choose to remove it. I would not expend thirty 


' thousand dollars on a thing that can never be ben- 


eficial, or useful, or ornamental, even if embgl- 
lished in accordance with modern and fashionable 
taste. ee aad 
The City Councils ought to have the eredit of it, 
and I would leave it to them, either to suffer it to 
stand as a monument of their folly, or to remove 
its unsightly aspect from the view of all visiters 
to this cuy. If accommodations for the courts are 
required, let us provide them in a reasonable way, 
Let us not, in the 
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erection of such a building, either, go upon a scale 
so large as that we cannot complete it. Leta build- 
ing be erected of requisite and fitting dimensions, 
and upon a reasonable and proporuonate scale. 
For one, I will have no participauon in extrava- 
gant schemes that can never be brought to com- 
pletion. 

{ do not think, sir, as some Senators appear to 
think, that we are under such great obligations to 
this city for the accommodations it has afforded 
the courts. We have paid altogether for the use 
of the building some ten thousand dollars. Six 
hundred dollars a year more than is paid in wy 
State for the use of all the court-house 8, jails, and 
other buildings necessary to the public service by 
the General Government. The Government ts ex- 
tremely penurious in its payment of the States for 
the use of buildings for public purposes. They 
depend almost wholly on the States themselves 
for the carrying on and administration of the laws 
of the Federal Government! In my State, the 
rent they pay for the buildings they use is trivial, 
as | have remarked, in the extreme. 

I have to say one word in answer to what I am 
sorry to say has fallen from the Senator from Vir- 
ginta, [Mr. Hunrer;] but as it has been uttered 
by him, I feel called upon to meetat. 1 refer to his 
statement that if the account was struck between 
this Government and the District, there would bea 
fearful batance due the District. 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not say so, sir. 

Mr. NILES. Lam happy to hear that my friend 
from Virginia did not so express himself; for he 
does not often talk at random. ‘The Senator from 
New Jersey intimited something of the kind, how- 
ever. 1 donot desire to go into this matter; itis 
an unpleasant task to perform; but knowing, as I 
do, that this District has been bought by Congress 
—yes, sir, every portion of it purchased, and that 
it belongs to us, private property and all, as can 
be proved inany court of equity, I cannot refrain 
from adding a word or two more on the subject. 
If a fair statement was made of the debtor and 
creditor side of this question, it would be found 
that he whole amount of the value of the property 
of this District is not equal to the amount of money 


appropriated by this Government for the benefit of 


the District. And, sir, we saved this whole Dis- 
trict from being sold to the Dutch, at auction, 
under the hammer. The whole property of the 
District would, in all probability, have been thus 
sold, if this Government had not assumed and paid 
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from the looks of the bricks that composed it as 
they were formed in the brick-kiln. Lam told, sir, 
that it is a very fine model of a building, and that 
it is one of the most conveniently arranged and 
appropriately adapted to the purposes for which it 
was designed, and that its equal in that respect is 
searcely to be found in this tity or anywhere else. 
That is what has been stated to me by those com- 
petent lo speak upon the subject. [have not been 
inside of the building myself, and therefore do aot 
know anything about its internal arrangements or 
appearance, but | have heard repeated testimony, 
as I before said, as*to the convenience and su- 
periority of this building. The outside of it is 
not as handsome and comely as might be; and 
this yunsightliness we propose to remedy by this 
bill. 

Sir, 1 do not know much about the debit and 
credit account of the city with. this Government; 
but, Inasmuch as the Senator from Connecticut 
alluded to the subject, and made some statements 
with respect to it, | hope to be permitted to state 
what | understand with reference to the matter. | 
understand, ‘sir, that the Dutch got a mortgage 
upon the property here; which has, it seems, by 
some process, got transferred to us, so that we 
stand in the Dutechman’s place. ‘The Dutch claim 


originated in something like the following man- | 


ner: Under the improvident legislauon of Con- 
gress, Who encouraged the city in its wild and 
visionary speculations, by a special act—which 
they never ought to have passed—this Corporation 
of the city of Washington were induced to sub- 
seribe for a million of dollars’ worth of stock in 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. I believe that 
was the name of tiie stock. 


and the President, to this stock; and, instead of 


realizing is golden visions to such a glorious ex- | 
tent as they expected, were brought almost to the | 
They were led on by us, sir, unul | 


brink of ruin. 
they had expended some four hundred thousand 
dollars in paying annual interest on this extrava- 


gant loan, which was the result of our wild and | 


visionary legislation. ‘The loan being negotiated 


in Holland, they did, as was stated by the Senator | 


from Connecticut, come very near being sold out 
by the Dutch; but Congress, thinking they had 
suffered enough from the evil into which they had 
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| lomatic bill, the fact is presented that th 


| paying two thousand dollars a year for the 


_ rooms in Portland one quarter of the tim 


| building—that has met the ridicule of the Seno; 


| time of mad speculation and folly, was commenced 


| fully disbursed in the furtherance of the ob 


This child of our | 
adoption, sir, looking to us for guidance and wis- || 
dom—the last place that | would recommend any- | 
body to go for that article—subscribed, in accord- | 
ance with the judgment of the House, the Senate, || 
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rooms which the cqurts were to occupy. The 
have oceupied these rodms for twenty-five . 

for nothing. Now, 1 know that it is the tag 
the United States to pay rents forthe buildinoss,... 
use, and very liberal rents too. In the city of P,. y 
land, by a proviso you propose in this ciyi] and din. 


, “ © Govern. 
ment of the United States have been in the = 


Courts 


hal 
NADIE of 


pane 


of the rooms which their courts had ys-q 
seq 
and ; 


venture to say that we have not occupied ¢) 
I ihe 
/ —— - € that we 
have used this building here. Sir, we do nor ‘3 
as liberally with the city of Washington as ma 
+1. : . & 7 in 
the more remote cities of the Union. And | 4, a 
to remark here, in accordance with a SuLgeEstio; 
LeEstion 


made by the Senator from New Jersey, teat tig 


from Connecticut—instead of originating jy the 
in the year 1820—that sober and steady period 
under that sober and steady President, Jame. 
Monroe. That was the time the building was 
originated, and we took possession of it in 1825 
long before this mad scheme had made any prog. 
ress in the public mgd. Sir, let us have thi 
appropriation, every dollar of which will be fait). 


: ° ° ect 
designed. I hope it will be made. For one, lam 


| prepared to act liberally and generously with the 


city of Washington. I think much is due to her. 
A more efficient and vigilant system of police—one * 


| that answers its perros better—is not to be found 
| in any city in the 


nited States, not even in the 
cities of New England, where we imagine we do 
things a little better than can be done any where 
else. I believe that the city, in everything that 
has devolved upon it, from its cannection with the 
Government, has faithfully and liberally performed 
the required duties. I trust, sir, that she will meet 
with a corresponding liberality on the part of Con- 
gress. 


‘ 
Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, if the city has 


| any such police regulations as the Senator from 


New Hampshire has described, I must say that | 
know nothing about them. Indeed, if it has any 
at all, it has never been my good fortune to meet 
with them. ‘Thatis not the point, however. | de- 
sire to make one remark with reference to the main 
question. This | understand to be a proposition 
to appropriate thirty thousand dollars for the pur- 


pose of putting in suitable repair the City Hall,as 
itis called, that the United States may hold their 
district court there. lL endorse every word that lias 
been said, in reference to the building, by the hon- 
orable Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nives.| lt 
is wholly unfit; no improvements, no repairs tat 
can be put upon it, according to my mechanical 


is off the debts of the District. Property here at one 
time was considered as little better than nominal in 
value. A friend of mine told me that a house, val- 
ued at several hundred dollars, was, at the time I 
refer to, worth but a nominal, trivial sum, inas- 


led them, stepped in, and, after the city had paid 
some four hundred thousand dollars interest: on 
this loan, relieved them from the consequences of 
the evil. Now, sir, if there is any just claim in 
equity to all the property, personal or relative, and 
much as the taxes absorbed nearly the whole of g chattels of every descripuon, in the District, result- 
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its value. Here wasa mortgage upon the whole 
property of the District, and we took it off. We 
are the owners, then, of the enure District; every- 
thing belongs to the United States. 
a million of dollars on its account, and now we are 


told thatit is unjust to apply to the authorities of 


tus city for accommodauion for our courts. In- 
debied to them, sir! Why, all the buildings and 
peoperty here, if the subject was to come before a 
court of equity, would be recognized as belonging 
tous. But, su, itis not worth whift to allude tur- 
ther to this matter; it has all gone by. For one, 
lam in favor—if accommodations are needed for 
the courts of the District—of erecting a building 
suitable to that purpose. 

Mr. HALE. It is with great regret that I differ 
with my honorable friend from Connecticut, nas- 
much as we belong to a party that 1s so small that 
we ought to be united, im order to make any im- 
pression, and when we differ | do not know how 
we shall fare. Sull, lam compelled to ditfer with 
him totally and enurely. It never occurred to me, 
sirguntl so informed by the Senator from Connec- 


ticut, that I, as one of the representatives of one of 


the States of this Union, owned a part of this city; 
but, sir, if I do, I disclaim the ownership of any 
of the peculiar insutuion. [Laughter.} 1 did not 
know, sir, that i was an owner of any oft! But, 
sir, to the matter in hand, this court-room and this 
hail. The honorable Senator from Connecticut 
did not, if I correctly understood him, tell us 
whether he had ever been inside-of this building o1 
not; and | very much doubt whether he has ever 
been init. L cannot but think that his judgment 
of the character of this building is about as Just as 


We paid half 


ing, as the fruit of that transaction, to us, | do not 
see it. -I think, if we had adhered to equity in 
setting this matter, that we should have relieved 
them trom the interest of this claim as well as the 
principal. 1 would remark, in addition, that I un- 
derstand that one-half of ail the lands of this city— 
and if | make a misstatement | trust those who are 
better informed on the subject will correct me— 
were conveyed in fee simpie to the Government 
of the United States by the original proprietors. 
From the sale of these lands, thus conveyed in fee 
simple, a sum has accrued to the national treasury 
a litle short of eight hundred thousand doNars. 
‘That is the way the matter stands. 

_I confess, Mr. President, that | sympathize en- 
trely with the views so well expressed by the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,} that this is 
our city, and that this is the place where the hopes 
and aflections of the whole nauon center. Here is 
where they have been wont to center, and | trust 
willfor some ume longer; and that they will not 


part off on a southern or western expedition, to 


find a location different from that selected by the 
Father of his Country. 1 think, sir, that our con- 
queriag eagles will never plume their wings for a 
fight so adventurous as to seek for a spot in any 
other poruon of the country whereon to locate our 
capital, where an American citizen can rest and 
fiud bis heart untrammeled, and not return to this 
city as the first seat of his affecuons. 

Another word in regard to this mater of paying 
rent for the accommodation of our courts: It 13 
suid to have been an extravagane sum in appro- 
priatng ten thousand dollars at the ume we took 
this building for a court-house; but, sir, it was all 


judgment, can make it a suitable building for that 
purpose. It was begun wrong and ended wrong. 
I have been through it, and profess to know sone- 
thing about it, and it has often excited wonder in 
my mind that the Government should be associaiced 
with a building of that kind. 

Here is a proposition to appropriate thirty thou- 
sand doliars to repair an old shell, as it has been 


properly called by the Senator from Connecticut, 


much more suitable for the nests of owls and bats 
than for a court-house. Even its geographical 
position is wrong. 

Mr. President, it is a conceded point that we need 
more room in thig Chamber; that the Chamber is 
not sufficient to accommodate the public; and that, 
as a matter of course, we shall soon have to enlarge 
its capacity. Now, this sum of thirty thousand 
dollars would go far, very far, towards erecting an 
addition to this building, that weuld give room to 
the publicy and comfort and convenience to Sena- 
tors. And here is the place where the United States 
courts should be held. Here is the public library, 
and here are other conveniences that identify them- 
selves with the public service. Now, I ask hon- 
orable Senators who propuse to vote upor tis 
proposition, if they had thirty thousand dollars ( 
expend in a building for themselves, immaterial as 
to whether they intended it for private family use 
or for public use, if they would seek to expend it 
upon a foundation such as is proposed in ts 10- 
stance, or whether they would not go to werk and 
select a good site, employ a mechanic that under- 
stood his business, and construct a building from 
the ground up, that would be an ornament to the 
nation? If that is what gentlemen desire, now l 
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it would be if he should judge of its appearance || expended in making the necessary repairs to the || say that, looking at this thing abstractly, looking 
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‘ite question as we would look at itif it were 
veown money we were expending, | apprehend 
‘Lore ia nat a Senator here who would vote for the 

josition, not one. IT think if we have thirty 
and dollars to expend we ought to expend 
non a building suitable for the public service. 


our 0 


\rupo 


Money appropriated for this building, in my judg- | 


‘eit, is money thrown away. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
pueec ; 
The question recurring on the amendment to the 


Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


yEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
poler, Clarke, Corwin, Davis ot Massachusetts, Dayton, 
~. 6fowns, Fitagerald, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hannegan, 
son, Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Geor- 
Jones. King, Mangum, Mason, Metcalte, Miller, Pearce, 
ke Spruaace, Underwood, Upham, Webster, Westcou, 
\ 


lee ) 


. NAYS _Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Borland, | 


Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Davis ot Mississippi, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Niles,“Se- 
histian, Tumey, and Walker—17. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, offered an amend- 
ment, the nature of which ts partially disclosed in 
his explanation of its object, (as reported below.) 

In relation to this amendment, and in other 
cases where amendments are not given, the re- 
porters explain that it is impossible for them to 
avempt to give such items correctly, as they can- 
not distinctly hear them read, and as they have 
not at all times access to the record to obtain 
them. | 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I will just state 
that lam instructed by the Committee on Com- 
merece to offer that amendment. This is a small 
livht-boat, which has been maintained at a place 
which lies in the track of commerce passing from 
New York to the Stonington terminus of the 


Providence and Stonington railroad, and thence to | 


Boston. This is a track of commerce through 
which a large number of vessels pass, and, among 
others, there are two steamers of the first class 
passing every night, which carry a very great num- 
ber of passengers, who are transported over this 
route to and from Boston and New York; a route 
over which, itis probable, a greater number of pas- 
sengers travel than almost any other in the Union. 
The necessity for this light-boat is such, that, 
during the period of time specified in the amend- 


ment, these two companies have kept it up at their || 
own expense, finding it indispensably necessary | 


to have a light-boat upon that spot. In 1838, Con- 
gress was so satisfied of the necessity of having 
some light there, that they made provision in a bill 
for that purpose; but that bill failed to become a 
law. Last year Congress renewed the appropria- 


tion,and directed a light-boat to be made and main- | 


tained there at the expense of the Government. 
Congress has, in one other instance besides these, 
expressed its opinion of the necessity of some im- 
provement of this sort as a faciuty for navigation. 
They passed a law making provision—l do not 
recollect the exact date—for the erection of a light- 
house or light-boat there, but, owing to some dis- 
agreement among the officers of the Government, 


im regard to the selection of the spot where it | 


should be placed, that appropriation run out. Con- 


gress has, therefore, expressed its opinion three | 


times, at least, that something of this sort is neces- 
Bary. 


Well, sir, this light has been kept up for the | 


public accommodation during this ume by those 


two companies, at the expense named in the amend- | 


ment—something like ten thousand doilars. A 
Stuitlar case was presented here some few years 


ago—in 1846, | think—for keeping up a light by | 


the insurance offices of Philadelphia, upon the 
break water at the mouth of the Delaware. It was 
thought to be reasonable, and Congress passed a 
law making provision for that purpose, and they 
were paid for this service. ‘This being, as | have 
already indicated, a matter very material in its 
character, lying upon a great highway, where not 
only these steamboats, but other vessels, in great 
numbers, pass, and Congress having decided, again 
and again, that there ought to be a light there, it 
was thought reasonable by the Committee on Com- 
merce that provision for that purpose should be 
made. With this explanation, | leave the subject 
to the Senate. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 13, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. A portion 


of it, which was subsequently called in question, 
is as follows: 


“Mr. WaLbace moved that the rules be 
the purpose of enabling him to 


suspended for 
present joint resoluuons of 
the Legislature of tie State of South Carulina, in opposition 


|} to the principles of the Wilmot proviso, 


| It Was decided in the affirinatuve— 


“And the question being put, Stiall the rules be suspended 
two-Uiirds vollug in favor 


thereof, 


“Mr. Wattace accordingly presented the said resolu 
tions, and having obtatued special leave for that purpose, 
proceeded to address the House in regard to thei. 

* Alter which, the said resolutious were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed.” 


Mr. HAMPTON rose to ask the consent of the 
House to offer a resolution. 
Mr. ASHMUN rose to a correction of the Jour- 


| nal. He noticed that the Journal in giving an ac- 


| the Hiouse. 


countoft the presentation of certain resoluuons trom 
the State of South Carolina, went on to recite that 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Wat- 
LACE,] by ‘* special leave’? was pernutted toaddiess 
He wished to have the Journal cor- 


| rected in this respect: it should state that the gen- 





tleman asked the indulgence and courtesy of the 
House to address the House, and no objecuon was 
made. 
. o e 

He wished to have another fact appear upon the 
Journal: that subsequently, and betore the resolu- 
tions were disposed of, he (Mr. A.) attempted to 
address the House upon the same resoluuons, and 
it was objected to by the gentleman from Mary- 


| land, Mr. McLane. 


He moved to amend the Journal accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will reduce 
his motion to writing, the Chair will put it to the 
House. 

Mr. ASHMUN. 


I have had no opportunity to 


reduce itto writing. 1 have just heard the Journal || 


read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
when a motion is made, it is always entered upon 
the Journal. The Chair did not understand the 


gentleman from Massachusetts to make any mo- || 


#10n. 


Mr. ASHMUN. Precisely as much as the gen- | 


tleman from South Carolina. ‘The gentleman from 
South Carolina asked the indulgence of the House 
to address the House; it was granted without ob- 
jection. There was no special leave. 
it understood that it was.without objection, but he 
did not wish it to be understood that objection was 
made to the gentleman from South Carolina ad- 


dressing the House, but that he proceeded by gen- 


eral consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, desired to know 
of the gentleman froin Massachusetts who objected 
to his (Mr. Asumun’s) proceeding ? 

Mr. ASHMUN. ‘The gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. McLane.] He 1s so reported in the 
‘**Globe.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON (continuing) said, as to the first | 


correction of the Journal to which the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts alluded, the Journal certain- 


ly stood correct as to the facts as he (Mr. H.) | 


understood them yesterday. No member of this 
House could discuss the merits of peutions or of 
resolutions he may introduce without the special 


leave of the House; and if the House by its acqui- | 


escence gives special leave, as it did to the gentle- 


man from South Carolina, why, certainly the Jour- | 


nal spoke the truth. If that special leave was given 
by an affirmative act, by a unanimous vote of the 
House, or if it was given by universal consent, by 
general acquiescence, it was the same thing, and 
special leave was given. Special leave was neces- 
sary under the rules of the House, and it was 
given. ‘The Journal, therefore, correctly stated 
the point as he understood it. 

As to the point of objection being made to the 
gentleman frem “Massachusetis proceeding to ad- 
dress the House, he (Mr. H.) was totally unaware 
of that. 
been raised. He knew that the genticman from 
illinois, [Mr. Wentworrn,} who frequently got 
** ahead of the music,’’ alluded to tietact that ob- 
jection had been made on this side of the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (in his seat.) No; be- 
hind it. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Well, it is quite immaterial 


whether the gentleman is behind or before it, He || 


certainly is very seldom in the right place. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


He wanted | 


He did not know that any objection had |) 


527 


ln your 


} Mr. WENTWORTH, (in his seat.) 
Opinion. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (continuing.) He is certainly 
very seldom where he ought to be. 

But as | understood, there was no objection to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts proceeding. I 
do not know what the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. McLane] might have done; but certainly 
there was no objection in this quarter of the tlouse 
to the gentleman's proceeding. 

Mr. FULTON. The Speaker, [ understand, 
has decided that the Journal shall be corrected, as 
far as it relates to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setls— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) No. The Chair 
has not so decided. Itis for the House to make 
the correction. The Chair will put the question to 
the vote of the Hlouse. 

Mr. KAUFMAN insisted that the proposed 


amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
be reduced to writing. 


Mr. ASHMUN. 
reduce it to writing. 

The SPEAKER. No business can be done 
| until the Journal is corrected. é 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 understand the state 
| of things to have been as the ventlenran from Mas- 
suchusetts has stated. I supposed that the gentle- 
man was going to make a reply to the gentieman 
| from South Carolina. | wanted to hear him, and I 
| Was very sorry to hear the gentleman from Mary- 
land object. Under these circumstances | said 
| What I did yesterday, in the hope that the gentle- 
| nan would withdraw his objecuon. He did not 
| doso. As to my being outof my place, as the gen- 


If it is insisted upon, I will 


|| Jeman from Alabama {Mr. Houston] says, why, 


| it is well known that the genteman and myself 

are seldom together. 

| Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Mas- 

| sachusetts simply said he wanted the first line of 

the first resolution read. | ask whether that does 
not conform to the recollection of the Chair? 

No reply was heard from the Speaker. 

| During this ume, Mr. Asumun was engaged in 

reducing his amendment to writing; and, afier & 

| short pause, having completed it, he said he had 

| reduced his motion to writing; the Clerk would 

| read it. 

| ‘The SPEAKER. It is moved by the gentleman 

| from Massachusetts that the Journal be corrected 

| as follows: 


* Mr. WaLLace accordingly presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of South Carolina, and asked the generat 
consent of the House to address it upon the subject of the 
said resolutions. No objection beimg made, he proceeded 
to address the House tu regard to them; and atter he con- 
cluded 

“Mr. Asumun rose to address the House, when 

“The Sreaker interposed, and said that the gentleman 
rom Massachusetts (Mr. Asumun] could not proceed to 
nake any remarks if objection was made. 

* And objection was then made.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, called for the 
reading of that portion of the Journal which related 
to this matter. It was read (as given above.) 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I cannot consent to the 
amendment of the Journal as proposed by the gen- 
|| tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Astimun,] for 
| two reasons: the first is, | think it would be a very 
| bad precedentto encumber the Journal of the House 
| with matter of this character; the second is, | do 
not consider chat the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts correctly states whut took 
place. I witnessed the proceedings, and if | am 
not very much at fault in my recollection, I think 
that the reporters of the Globe state it with perfect 
accuracy; and | propose to read their account of 
| these proceedings: 

“Mr. Asumen addressed the Speaker, and said he rose 
| upou the other motion made by the geutieman from South 


Carolina, (Mr. W antace.) 


|| “The SeeakerR. Does the gentleman propose to debate 
| that question ? 
i 
| 





“ Mr. ASUMUN Was understood to say that he did. 

“The Speaker stated that the gentleman wust have 
|| special liberty to proceed. 

|| “Mr. Asumon, The motion, I understand, is to print the 
|| resolutions. 

“Phe Speaker. The motion is not debatable to-day, as 
|| memorials and fesoluuons of State Legisiatures cannot be 
|| discussed except by general consent, or by suspension ot the 
} rules the day on which they are offered. 

| “Mr. Asumen. 1 do not intend to debate it. I merely 
|| ask that the first line of the first resolution be read. 


* Mr. McLane objected.” 

|| That, (said Mr. C.,) I think, is a faithful ac- 
|| count of what transpired yesterday. ‘Phe genile- 
| man from Massachusetts asked that the first line 
of the first resolution be read, and the gentleman 
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from Maryland [Mr. McLane] objected to it at 
that time. The objection, theretore, did not apply 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis, for he had previously de lared tothe House, 


| 
} 


in express terms, his intention not to debate these | 


resolutions, and it was to the reading that the ob- 
jections of the gentleman from Maryland applied. 

But I think it would be a bad precedent to en- 
cumber the Journal with this kind of wrangling— 
if | may be allowed to use the term—upon matters 
80 unimportant, as I conceive this to be. For 


amended. 

Mr. ASH MUN. Inrelation to the accuracy of 
the report of the Globe, lL concur with the gente- 
man T vm Ci orgia, as to its reneral accuracy; as 
usual, it is substantially correct. But the gentle- 
rian omitted entirely to read a previous portion of 
that report, which relates to the manner in which 
the gentleman from South Carolina was permitted 
to address the House The report in the Globe 
says, What Js true: 

“tie [Mr. Watvace] asked the indulgence of the House 
ee Ist he magic a few remarks in explanation of these reso- 

“The Speaker said, if there was no objection, the gen 
Ueman Would proceed 

‘No objection was made.”’ 


‘hat (said Mr. A.) shows that it was by gen- 
The report, in a subsequent part, 


eral consent, 
RlALes : 


‘Mr. Wattace being about to proceed 
‘Mr, Gipwisas rose toa question of order. Did he (he 
inquired) understand that the subject was debatable 
Toe Sereaker sau, Clearly not, without unanimous 
eoneent. 
“Mr. Gippines. As a member of the House, I cannot—— 
“(Cres ot * ‘Too late, too jate,’| 
“Tne Speaker. The Cham distinctly announced that 
the gentioman trom South Carolina (Mr. Wattace) could 
go On by “oanimous consent. ‘That consent was given, 
“Me. Givpines. I did not know it.” 


I want it to appear historically, as it was, that 
no gentleman objected to the gentleman from South 
Carolina proceeding; but that he went on by gen- 
eral consent, unttl afterwards, when it was too late, 
a question of order was raised by the gentleman 


from Ohio, [Mr. Guppines;} that, too, is entirely | 


omitted from the Journal. 


But when I rose, | did rise in the first place for | 


the purpose of saying a few words upon the reso- || 


lutions which were introduced, and buta few words. 


i did not rise in the ordinary sense of the phrase to 


address the House. 1 wanted merely to call the 


tions presented by the gentleman from South Car- 


olina declare that the time for discussion upon this || 


question is passed; and yet the gentleman asked 


the courtesy of the House. That was all | intended | 


to say; and so, subsequently, when | was called 
upon by the Speaker to know if | meant to debate 


the subject, | replied that I did not, meaning that L | 


did not wish to debate it in the ordinary accepta- 
tion of the term. But I wished to call the attention 
of the House to the fact, that in the face of these 


resolutions of the Legislature of South Carolina, | 
the gentleman from South Carolina proceeded, by | 


the courtesy of the. House, to discuss the question. 
Now, | want it to appear, as in fact it took place, 


that the gentleman proceeded by the general con- 
sent of the House; and that when I wanted to say | 
a single word on the subject, to have a single line 


of the resolutions read, it was objected to. 


Mr. HENLEY said the amendment of the gen- | 


tleman from Massachusetts would be proper if the 


not to be there. There ought not to be anything 


. | (Mr. B.’s) colleague, [Mr. Wattace.] 
attention of the House to the fact, that the resolu- | 





made. If the gentleman will look to them, he will } 


see that this is the fact. 


Mr. BURT rose and addressed the Chair, but 
the floor was given to 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, who said he be- | 
lieved that this matter had consumed now about | 


half an hour. It was a very remarkable occur- 
rence, that one gentleman should have been per- 
mitted to address the House by favor, and that 


| that favor had been refused to another gentleman. 
| The whole of the facts were now laid before the 
these reasons, | think the Journal should not be || country. If there was any very great benefit to be 
cerived from them in any way, gentlemen could | 
| now avail themselves of it, and therefore he would 
| make the motion to lay the amendment on the 
| table, unless the gentleman from South Carolina 
| (Mr. Burr] was very anxious to address the 
| House. 
Mr. BURT said he certainly did not want to 

| tax too heavily the courtesy of the gentleman from || 
| Arkansas. 


Mr. JOHNSON. 
the gentleman. 
The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from 


| Arkansas that the motion to lay an amendment on 


the table was not in order. 
Mr. BURT asked that the suggested amendment 


| of the Journal be read. 


It was read accordingly? 
Mr. BURT remarked, that the Journal stated 


| that his colleague [Mr. WaLLace]} wassallowed to 
| address the House by special leave. 
| simply to say that the fact was that his colleague 
| was permitted to address the House by the unane- | 
| imous consent of the House. 
| regard that as sperial leave. 


Well; he should 
He did not know 
what could be a more special permission of the 


| House to address it than the unanimous consent 


of the House, when the objectioh of a single mem- 
ber could have prevented it. 

Ele desired to say, that he thought there was 
no precedent whatever, in the history of parlia- 
mentary bodies, for the latter part of the amend- 


| ment proposed by the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts. He certainly did not desire to place that 
gentleman in a false position; and if he might ask 


| of the House at this moment, when he knew they 


were SO anxious to proceed to other business, he 


would ask and he would vote that this House now | 


give to the gentleman from Massachusetts leave 
to say whatever he chose to say in reply to his 
He did 
not know, when his colleague rose yesterday, that 
he rose to offer the resolutions of the Legislature 
of South Carolina; nor-did he know that his col- 
league contemplated making any remarks what- 
ever. But he begged to say to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that he (Mr. B.) would not then 


| have interposed any objection to the gentleman’s 
| proceeding with his remarks; and if it pleased the 
House, by unanimous consent, that the gentleman 


from Massachusetts should address it in reply to 
his (Mr. B.’s) colleague, and upon the subject of 
these resoluuons, he should be most happy to hear 
the gentleman. 

Mr. TURNER said that before the question was 
put to the House on the amendment which had 
been offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
he (Mr. T.) desired to say that, in itself, he con- 
sidered it a matter of no very great importance; but 
that, taken in connection with the subject that had 
excited so much feeling in the House, he wished 


|| to make one remark vetore he gave his vote. 
Journal itself did not contain matter that ought | 


said upon the Journal as to who made speeches. | 
He had sometimes addressed the House, but he | 


believed the Journal did not show it. 
Therefore, the Speaker ought to direct that part of 


{A laugh.] | 


the Journal to be stricker. out. Then, he presumed, | 
the amendment of the gentieman from Massachu- | 


setts would not be insisted upon. 


He moved, before the vote was taken on the 
amendment of the gentleman, to strike out that | 
part of the Journal which spoke of the gentleman 


trom South Carolina addressing the House. 

Mr. WALLACE. In reply to the remarks of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asu- 
muN,| | beg leave to say to him and to this House, 
that I did not discuss the Wilmot proviso in the 
remarks which | made. There is no inconsistency 


between the declaration made in the resolutions | 


that | had the honor to present from the Legisla- 
ture of South Carolina and the remarks that I 


| 





The first live of the first resolution presented yes- 
terday by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
W accace,] declared * that the time for discussion 
by the slaveholding States as to their exclusion 
from the territory recently acquired from Mexico, 
has passed,’’ and so forth. Now, in his (Mr. T.’s) 
opinion, the time had also passed when any special 
pleading should appear on the Journals of the 
House in relation to this subject. The Journal 
said that by special leave the gentleman from South 
Carolina was allowed to make his remarks. It 
was contended that general consent meant special 
leave. If so, special leave meant general consent; 
and would it not be as well for the fact to appear 
on the record, that objection was not made, as that 


| it should appear on the record that special leave 


was granted? No other construction could be put 
upon it, It was leave granted Msitively. But if 
a man did a thing because it was not objected to, 
that was not special leave. It was said that silence 
gave consent. If it gave consent, it did not give 


I withdraw the motion for | 





He desired | 
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special leave. He, for one, was Opposed to : 
system of special pleading appearing on the face 

He had examined the Journal in relation 
many motions of this kind, and the invariable | . 
guage used was, “ objection not being made. 
and such a thing was allowed to be done 
should not the fact appear in this case jn the 
way? There certainly could be no objecti 
that, He was therefore in favor of the corr 
moved by the gentleman from Maassachyse 
far as that fact was concerned. 

He considered, further, that this subject had 
reached a point where it became the duty of ever, 
individual having a seat in this House to stand 
even to the technicalities of the Journal, There 
had been a doubt in his mind whether there had 
not been a deep-seated revolutionary plot carried 
on, if not within the walls of this Capitol 

Mr. STANTON interposed, and said that he 
rose to a question of order. 

[Cries—* Let him go on”—* Do not interryy: 
him.’?] “ 

Mr. STANTON submitted his point of order 
He desired to be informed whether the remarks of 
the gentleman from Iilinois [Mr. Turner] were jg 
order? 

The SPEAKER’S reply was scarcely heard, 
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| but he was understood to say that he could not 


| this Capitol. 


know what the gentleman was going to say, or 
what application he was about to make of his re. 
marks. Clearly, however, no debate was in order 
except as to the subject-matter of the amendment 
proposed to the Journal. 

Mr. TURNER. Thatis what l am discussing, 
and | am endeavoring to show the importance of 
keeping the Journals pure. It is but a few days 
since, that a very impesing meeting was held jn 
That meeting framed an address, 


_ ostensibly for the purpose of placing a portion of 


this community, as they said, right before the 
world. Now, as to the importance of—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 
remarks of the gentleman were clearly out of 
order. 

[Cries, ** Let him go on.’’] 

Mr. TURNER. I certainly can apply these 
remarks 

[Cries to order, and ** No, you cannot!’’} 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman would have 


| Some other more appropriate occasion to discuss 
| the subject to which he was alluding. 


Mr. TURNER. I was not going to discuss 


it. I was going to say that it was just as import- 
; ant 


Mr. WALLACE moved that the gentleman 


| have leave to proceed with his remarks. 


| Journals. 
| proceedings appear upon the record in the manner 
| in which it was presented here yesterday; and | ' 





Mr. TURNER, (continuing.) 1 was going to 
say that we should place ourselves right on our 
Therefore | am in favor of having the 


shall resist anything that does not point exaet! 
to thatend. 1 shall vote in favor of the amend- 


| ment of the Journal. 


Mr. STANTON, in reference to that portion of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 


| Turner,} to which he (Mr. 8S.) had objected, 


desired, he said, to state, that he had no objection 


| to the discussion of that question, if the House 
| were disposed to enter upon it. 
| jected to the remarks of the gentleman from any 
| disposition to shrink from the discussion of that 
| subject. 


He had not ob- 


But, in respect to the matter now under the con- 
sideration of the House, he desired to submit the 
point to the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. 


| Asumun,] and to the Presiding Officer of this 


House, that the gentleman from Massachusetts did 
not ask permission to debate the question refer 
to by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Waxtace,] and that the House did not refuse to 
let him do so. On the contrary, the gentleman 
did not ask the consent of the House to debate it. 
He said it was not his intention to debate it. He 
merely asked that the first line of the resolution 
be read. 

Mr. ASHMUN was understood to say that he 
did not wish to debate, as he had expiained, and 


| his amendment did not contain any assertion of 


that kind. He simply rose to address the House, 


| and objection was made. 


Mr. STANTON. I understand that the gentle- 
man does not deny the fact that he stated he did 
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